
Upper Beeding Parish Council

 Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held at the 
Beeding and Bramber Village Hall on
 Tuesday 11th February 2025 at 6.30pm 

[bookmark: _Hlk88560489]Present: Councillors: B. Harber (Chair) S Birnstingl, F Bull, T Kardos and C Warren.

Also present: Clerk: Stephen Keogh

Members of the public:  None

F: 0225:01	Apologies for absence  
		There were no Members absent.

F: 0225:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).
	There were no additional Declarations of Interest.

F: 0225:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 19th November 2024 were approved as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr C Warren seconded: Cllr T Kardos & agreed.

F: 0225: 04	Public Adjournment 
	There were no public present.

F: 0225: 05	Policy Review – To Review the following Policies
i. Freedom of Information Policy
It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council to adopt the policy with the following alterations:
To include reference to the costs increase.
The costs would need to include the Clerk’s time and any mileage.
[bookmark: _Hlk190351142]There needs to include an opportunity to refuse the request if it appears to be too costly, time consuming or vexatious. This would be inline with ICO guidance. 
Proposed: Cllr S Birnstingl seconded: Cllr B Harber & agreed.

ii. Investment Policy 
It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council to adopt the Investment Policy with no alterations.
		Proposed: Cllr F Bull seconded: Cllr S Birnstingl & agreed.

F: 0225: 06	Devolution – To Discuss the possibilities  for UBPC.
The recent decision to allow Sussex to become a strategic Authority, containing three Unitary Authorities, was discussed.
The need for the change, along with some of the benefits, was examined and Members were supportive as long as the residents would benefit by service improvements.
There are some concerns that local representation may be affected.

The roles of the Parish and Town Councils are yet to be clarified. There may be some boundary changes, which will show where the Parishes fit in.

The next step of the process will be public consultation from March 2025.

i. Parish Plan – To discuss the effects of devolution on the Current Business Plan
The role of the Parishes is still to be confirmed; there are some services and assets which may become part of the Parish Council remit. These would need to be included in the Parish Plan.
It was AGREED to continue to prepare the Parish plan for 2026 – 2031, to be amended in the light of Devolution proposals.. 

F: 0225: 07	Recommendations from Facilities Committee 
It was AGREED to accept the recommendations from the meeting held on 4th February 2025.

It was AGREED that the netting, used to protect the users in the play area at Upper Beeding Memorial Fields, could be purchased at a cost of £2,366.00, following the confirmation that the material would have an expected lifespan of approximately 10 years. 
	
F: 0225: 08	Finance Report 
i. HDC Precept information
The Clerk’s Report circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
Members were pleased that the play area provision would be reviewed during 2025/26.
There needs to be some clarification regarding the maintenance for the new pathways and to investigate the way the areas will be maintained.
The Clerk explained that the application for planning permission for the office upgrade has been withdrawn, and the Clerk has requested a refund of fees from HDC.
So far, the indications are that the refund would not be possible.

It was AGREED that the clerk should write to HDC planning department and request a full refund with copies to the two District Councillors.

F: 0225: 09	Expenditure Year to Date
The Income & expenditure (Detail) to date (Balance Sheet) reports were NOTED.

F: 0225: 10	Grant Applications - To Consider a Grant Application.
i. Hogs Wallow. 
After the application was discussed at great length
It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council that the Hogs Wallow should be awarded £250.00 towards the provision of the mats for the animal enclosure, which amounts to 50% of their requested amount.
Proposed: Cllr C Warren seconded: Cllr B Harber & agreed.

ii. UBFC – Centenary Match
After the application was discussed at great length
It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council that UBFC should be awarded £250.00 towards the items for the Centenary Match.
Proposed: Cllr C Warren seconded: Cllr F Bull & agreed.

F: 0225: 11	Matters raised by Councillors 
To receive matters for information or for discussion in future agendas.
Cllr B Harber
Along with the Parish Clerk and Cemetery Clerk, attended a meeting organised by WSALLC to highlight the Hinckley and Rugby Building Society.
The Society has a range of accounts which are easy to set up.
The Clerk has one application form already to set up for the cemetery funds.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.00pm
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The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HP
The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HPThe Sports Hall, Memorial Fields, High Street, Upper Beeding, BN44 3WN
Telephone: 01903 896988 	emails: clerk@upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk	Website: www.upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk



The Sports Hall, Memorial Fields, High Street, Upper Beeding, BN44 3WN
Telephone: 01903 896988 	emails: clerk@upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk	Website: www.upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk


