
Upper Beeding Parish Council

Minutes of the Upper Beeding Annual Council meeting held at 
Upper Beeding Village Hall 
on Tuesday 20th May 2025 commencing at 7pm  

Present: 	Councillors: S Birnstingl, F Bull, P Bull, J Cannon, C Deadman, F Heaver, B Harber (UBPC Chair), S Teatum, Warren and T Kardos.

Also present: 	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
		
C: 0525:01	Election of the Council Chair
[bookmark: _Hlk71035353]Cllr Harber was elected as Chair of the Parish Council for the 2025/26 municipal year, proposed by Cllr Warren, seconded Cllr Heaver, and AGREED.
		
C: 0525:02	Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Cllr Harber agreed to sign the Chair’s declaration of acceptance of office. 

C: 0525:03	Election of Vice Chair
Cllr Kardos was elected as Vice-Chair of the Parish Council for the 2024/25 municipal year, proposed by Cllr Harber, seconded Cllr Teatum and AGREED.
Cllr Kardos agreed to sign the Vice-Chair’s declaration of acceptance of office.

C: 0525: 04	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. J Edwards. 
County Councillor. P. Linehan.

C: 0525:05	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).    
No further declarations received on this occasion.

C: 0525:06	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the meeting held on held on 22nd April 2025
Proposed Cllr C Warren: seconded Cllr S Birnstingl and AGREED.

C: 0525:07	Public Adjournment 
	There were no public present.

C: 0525:08	Update from County Councillor – to receive a report from Councillor Paul Linehan.
	Cllr P Linehan was unavailable.

C: 0525:09	Update from District Councillor – to receive an update from HDC Councillor, Mike Croker.	
	 English ‘Devolution’
A recent response from MHCLG to the Sussex Leaders interim submission has offered little clarity except that final proposals (due on 26 Sept 2025) should:
· Increase housing supply.
· Describe structures to support the Sussex Mayoral Combined Authority
· If disaggregation (i.e. new unitaries smaller than existing counties) is proposed, give information on mitigating impact on social care, children’s services, SEND, homelessness, Public Health, etc.
· Use 500,000 residents per unitary as a guiding principle not a target - show rationale.
· Consider efficiency alongside sense of place and local identity.
· Offer stronger community engagement and neighbourhood empowerment.
· Incorporate local decision making.
· Give high level financial assessment, transition costs and forecast operating costs.
· Explain how Worthing BC will be brought out of exceptional financial support using local finances i.e. manage debt locally.
NB: £7.6m has been allocated by central government to support 21 county areas with their planning!
An officer led West Sussex councils’ group is working up 3 main proposals for unitary councils, viz:
· Single LARGE unitary covering West Sussex (circa 900,000 residents)
· 2 unitaries split E-W (Mid-Sussex/Crawley/Horsham/Adur and Chichester/Arun/Worthing)
· 2 unitaries split N-S (Mid-Sussex/Crawley/Horsham/northern Chichester and southern Chichester/Arun/Worthing/Adur)

Option 2 is currently favourite, but the possibility of Adur/Worthing joining Brighton & Hove, and/or Crawley joining Reigate and Banstead has also been assessed.
A Community Governance Review of the unparished areas of Horsham Town (Denne, Forest and Trafalgar) is underway to establish the appetite for, and the possible remit of, a Town Council. An initial Public Consultation is ongoing.

Water Neutrality
· Following several legal challenges, HDC now accepts that developers can, in certain circumstances, anticipate being able to participate in SNOWS. This is resulting in many planning applications, previously stalled by Water Neutrality requirements, now becoming viable.
· The SNOWS charging schedule is about to be agreed by cabinet at 80p per litre of estimated daily consumption for schemes meeting the relevant criteria. This is to cover the employment of two officers to run the scheme for an initial 3-year period.
· For example, an application for a 10-dwelling housing development, with each house built to a water efficiency standard of 85 litres per person per day, with an average occupancy rate of 2.5 people per house, would have a total water offsetting requirement of 10 units x 85 litres x 2.5 occupancy rate = 2,125 litres per day, leading to a SNOWS access charge of 2,125 litres x £0.80 access charge = £1,700. The applicant would need to make a one-off payment of £1,700 to secure their SNOWS access for this application following the grant of planning permission.
· Southern Water say that the actions they are taking under their Water Resource Management Plans (WRMP19 and WRMP24: leak reduction, new sources, etc.) is generating sufficient additional water, and will continue to do in future, to meet the additional demand from new development in the Sussex North Water Resource Zone. In my opinion, it is therefore quite likely that the need to demonstrate Water Neutrality will be withdrawn by Natural England in the not-too-distant future. 


C: 0525:10	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the monthly report for April 2025.provided by the Neighbourhood Wardens.

C: 0525:11	Standing Orders – Annual review of Standing Orders
	The Standing Orders were circulated prior to the meeting. 
These were reviewed and ADOPTED with no amendments. 

Proposed Cllr Heaver, seconded Cllr Cannon and AGREED. 

C: 0525:12	Financial Regulations – Annual Review of the Financial Regulations
	The  new 2025  Financial Regulations  were circulated prior to the meeting. These were ADOPTED with no amendments. 

Proposed Cllr Harber, seconded Cllr Warren and AGREED.

C: 0525:13	Code of Conduct - Annual review of the Members Code of Conduct
	The Members Code of Conduct circulated prior to the meeting. This were reviewed and ADOPTED with no amendments. 

Proposed Cllr F Bull, seconded Cllr Birnstingl and AGREED.
Members discussed the issue that the code has no teeth and this allows poor practice, although the standards of UBPC members are exemplary. 

C: 0525:14	Committee Membership 
It was resolved to appoint members to the Community, Facilities, Planning, Finance and Staffing Committees for the municipal year 2025/26 as per the attached. 
Committee Membership 2025/26.

		Proposed Cllr Harber, seconded Cllr Deadman and AGREED.
UBPC Committees 2025-26 xlsx.pdf

C: 0525:15	Representatives to Outside Organisations
It was RESOLVED to appoint representatives to Outside Organisations for the municipal year 2025/26 as per the attached  Outside Organisations list

Proposed Cllr Warren, seconded Cllr Birnstingl and AGREED. 

C: 0525: 16	General Power of Competence – To adopt the General Power of Competence.
The details of the General Power of Competence were circulated prior to the meeting. This was reviewed and ADOPTED. 

Proposed Cllr F Bull, seconded Cllr Cannon and AGREED.

C: 0525:17	Consent for the Summons to Attend Meetings to be Transmitted in Electronic Form
It was RESOLVED to accept the summons to attend meetings by electronic form and Members signed the declaration.

Proposed Cllr F Bull, seconded Cllr Cannon and AGREED.

C: 0525:18	To agree the meeting schedule for 2025/2026 – To confirm the meetings schedule.
The meetings schedule circulated with the agenda was ADOPTED.
It was AGREED to revert to a 7.00pm start date for the Committee meetings. The Planning Committee meetings would continue to be prior to Full Council meeting at 6.30pm.

Proposed Cllr P Bull, seconded Cllr. Cannon and AGREED.

C: 0525: 19	Community Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council  
	The Minutes of the Community Committee Held on 6th May 2025 circulated with the Agenda were ADOPTED.
Proposed: Cllr F Heaver; seconded: Cllr C Warren - and agreed.
Cllr Cannon asked for the minute C: 5025: 12 to be reworded to ensure that the surgery sale is a proposal and not agreed.
Cllr Harber commented that the Village Hall Committee is keen for a TRO to be applied for at the High Street as there are some parked cars which effect the bus service.
It had been agreed that the Parish Council would continue to apply for the TRO at Hyde Lane first and depending on the outcome, others would be investigated.

C:0525: 20	Annual Parish Meeting.
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13th May 2025 were NOTED.
Councillors discussed the meeting and the comments from the residents.
The man opinion seemed to be that the evening was a success and something to build on for the future.

Cllr. Teatum commented that the PCC website has some organisations for victims of crime, but there is a need for more investigation as there are some groups which may not be relevant to all.

C: 0525: 21	Annual Accounts 2024/25 
i. Internal Audit Report.
The internal audit report by Mulberry & Co (report, AGAR internal audit report) was accepted as a correct record of the Council processes.

ii. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25 
The 9 statements in section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return were reviewed.
It was RESOLVED to approve the Council’s response to be ‘yes’ for all of the statements 1- 9 To approve the annual governance statement section 1 of the AGAR 2024/25.

iii. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25
It was RESOLVED to approve section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return and that this be signed by the Chairman, noting this had been signed by the RFO prior to presentation as required section 2 of the AGAR.

iv. Notice of Public Rights and Publication 
It was RESOLVED to NOTE the Notice of Public Rights and Publication

C:0525: 22	Project Update.
i. Skatepark Upgrade.
The Clerk’s report circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
The Clerk confirmed that the Contractor will be on site from Monday 2nd June 2025.

ii. Saltings Loop Footpath Upgrade 
The report circulated with the agenda, was NOTED. 
The Clerk confirmed that the project funds from the SDNPA and the REPF have been applied for and should be received in the coming days. 

C:0525: 23	Financial Update –
Income and Expenditure Reports (summary and detailed) to date. 
Councillors received and NOTED the reports for April 2023.

C: 0525: 24	Finance Matters – 
i. It was AGREED to NOTE that Mulberry Local Council Services Ltd would be selected as the internal auditor for the Council for the 2025/26 municipal year.

ii. It was AGREED to accept the Direct Debits and Bank Signatories for the      2024/25 municipal year.
It was AGREED that Cllr F Bull would be added to the signatory list for all accounts. 

iii. It was AGREED to apply for an Account with Hinckley and Rugby Building Society.

C:0525: 25	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank reconciliation for April 2025
	
C:0524: 26	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made in April 2025 totalling £12,458.38 in accordance with the Financial Regulations.
	
C: 0524:27	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted  correspondence received during April and May 2025.

C: 0523:29	Chair’s Announcements
Thanked the Members for their support over the past year and for their vote of confidence.
The Hub have asked for some comments regarding the work they carry out and the relevance within the Community.
Cllr Harber asked Members to forward their comments.

C: 0523:30	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings: -     

Cllr F Bull
Commented that he had visited the Youth Club as part of the SAFeR team giving lifesaving training.
He stated that the group were well organised and well managed and seemed to be enjoying it.
	
		Cllr Kardos
Reported that the application for a camp site at Springs Campsite has been approved.
The decision was made by SDNP Full Council.

Cllr Warren
The vehicle at High Trees car park needs to be removed. 
The Clerk explained that Operation Crackdown had been informed as well as the police.

Cllr Heaver
	Commented that at the next planning meeting there needs to be some discussion about the habit of retrospective applications and the lack of planning authority support.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm

Signed:							Date:

The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HP
The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HPThe Parish Council Office, The Sports Hall, Memorial Fields, High Street. Upper Beeding, BN44 3WN
Telephone: 01903 896988	e	mails: 	clerk@upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk		Website: www.upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk



The Parish Council Office, The Sports Hall, Memorial Fields, High Street. Upper Beeding, BN44 3WN
Telephone: 01903 896988	emails: clerk@upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk	Website: www.upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk


