
Upper Beeding Parish Council

Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at 
Beeding & Bramber Village Hall 
on Tuesday 22nd April 2025 commencing at 7pm

Present:  	Councillors: S Birnstingl, F Bull, C Deadman, J Cannon, J Edwards, B Harber (Chair), F Heaver and C Warren 

Also present: 	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
M Croker (Horsham District Council)
R Noel (Horsham District Council)
			
C: 0425: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. P. Bull, S Teatum and T Kardos
West Sussex County Councillor. Cllr P. Linehan.

C: 0425: 02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).
No further declarations received on this occasion.

C: 0425: 03	Minutes of the last meeting 
	Cllr Croker asked for the following change to the minutes:
Remove:  The local plan foundered due to the proposed new NPPF.
Input: The local plan was halted due to the inspectors concerns about its soundness.
Once this was agreed:
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2025.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver, seconded Cllr C Warren and AGREED.

C: 0425: 04	Public Adjournment 
	No Members of the public were present.

C: 0425: 05	Update from County Councillor – 
	Cllr P Linehan was unavailable.
	
C: 0425: 06	Update from District Councillor –
 HDC Councillor M Croker.
Local Plan
· A reply from the Inspector dated 4 April (received by HDC during the by-election restricted period) was released by HDC today, along with its initial response to the inspector and a press release. 
· The inspector considers that HDC has failed in its ‘duty to cooperate’ with adjoining areas (to provide additional housing for Crawley and the coast), has not given sufficient weight to developer ‘solutions’ to water neutrality, and should have seen the problem earlier than July 2021, so worked out a ‘solution’ before mid-2024. He has invited HDC to withdraw its plan and effectively start again!
· HDC is taking legal advice and has already complained to the Planning Inspectorate about the inspectors conduct and are communicating with the Minister of State for Housing Communities and Local Government, for assistance in finding a way forward.
English ‘Devolution’
· West Sussex Leaders have sent their interim submission to the Minister for Local Government and English Devolution, based around a single West Sussex unitary authority, albeit with a lot of questions such as: is 900,000 residents too many?
· what’s happening with Crawley (resolved by May 2025 – Surrey MCA deadline)?
· what’s happening with Brighton and Hove?
· if there are to be 3 unitaries (West, East and B&H) shouldn’t the mayor’s advisory council representatives reflect the unitary population size (proportionally West 3, East 2, B&H 1)
· where’s the money!?
· On 2 April HDC passed a Green motion requesting of government that the English Devolution Bill ‘Power and Partnership: Foundations for Growth’ includes Climate and Nature Statutory Duties for Strategic Authorities (e.g. the proposed Sussex MCA) alongside other related requirements; this in support of proposals originally made by the South East Climate Alliance (SECA). The concern here is that many of the non-statutory Climate and Nature actions carried out by HDC (e.g. Wilder Horsham) will be dropped by whatever new unitary takes over in 2028, in order to pay for the transition.
Other HDC matters:
· HDC will employ an experienced consultant + aide(s) to manage the Local Government Reorganisation process in West Sussex, using money from the shared Business Rates Pool
· the new HDC constitution was approved:
· 2 proposed amendments around Planning Committee were rejected.
· now have a single cttee with 15 members (was 2 ‘all member’ cttees: N and S)
· £50/meeting special responsibility allowance (SRA) for committee members
· two Policy and Scrutiny Committees (previously one):
1) finance and performance and 2) communities and planning.
· two Licencing Committees (previously one):
1) Alcohol and entertainment and 2) Taxi and general
· no more Policy Development Advisory Groups; all member briefings instead
· Policy Development moves to the Scrutiny Committees.
· 4% budget increase in cost of member’s allowances (cttee chairs, SRAs)
HDC Councillor R Noel.
· Inter Parish Committee has reformed.
The parishes who have a mutual concern regarding a development which crosses numerous boundaries.
The group set up due to a particular development and have reformed to discuss the effect of the reorganisation and devolution.
The group have invited some speakers who have experience of this issue of devolution.
Other areas which have had a reorganisation to unitary authorities recommend setting up of a group for the (Local Community Network or Community Board)
There is a need to ensure that the Parish Councils get some of the district council   assets which may not be wanted by the unitary authority. The majority of the assets may be the ones which will not bring any income.
So far, the way the reorganisation will work is not clear. 
Questions:
· Cllr Cannon Asked if the Parih Council should start its own group to discuss the devolution issue. 
· Cllr Noel advised that this may need to be done, once there is some indication of which way the reorganisation will go.
· Cllr Heaver asked how the plan will be going forward as the water neutrality will be difficult to overcome.
· Cllr Noel was not sure if it can be overcome without investment. The reason for the water neutrality being an issue was because the water supplies were low and a concern.
· Cllr Birnstingl agreed that infrastructure needs to be improved first. Water is privatised so this affects the way the water is managed.
· Cllr Croker comments that the housing numbers would be increased incrementally as Southern Water provided the necessary water supplies.
· Cllr Harber asked why the inspector could not have explained his concerns before the public meetings were arranged.
· There is no clear reason why the plan had not been discussed prior to the public meetings.
· Cllr Heaver was not sure that the water pressure or supply would be sufficient.
· Cllr F Bull asked if the assets which may be available need to be identified and who would do this.
· Cllr Noel commented that the new authority would be taking the majority of the tangible assets. Those with an income or potential income.
· Cllr Warren asked if the Saltings Field would be an asset That the Council could claim back.
· Cllr Noel replied that this would be possible as it has no income and would be a cost to any Council taking it on.
The Clerk also commented that other groups such as Natural England or Historical England may wish to take it on as they have an interest.
Cllr Noel also commented that the main concern about the new authority will be the cost to the residents, as there will be a great deal of money needed at the outset, then more funds needed due to the transfer of assets and the cost to the parish and town councils.
Cllr Birnstingl was concerned that the precept increase may be too large for some of the residents who were already struggling.

C: 0425: 07	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	The report for March  2025 circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The vehicle abandoned at Goldings Barn: the owner has been found but is unable to remove the vehicle. 
	The landowner may be able to help, by providing permission or by moving the car from the field to a hard standing to allow HDC to take it.

C: 0425: 08	Minutes – To adopt the Minutes of the following Committees:
i. It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 1st April 2025
ii. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 15th April 2025
Proposed by Cllr Birnstingl, seconded by Cllr Warren and AGREED.
The Clerk highlighted the decision to move funds from the general reserve to earmarked reserves, to make it clear that the Council had definite projects for the funds in reserve.

C: 0425: 09	 Annual Parish Meeting 
i. Newsletter 2024
The Clerk gave a verbal report.
The speakers have been agreed, and the main hall has been booked.
There are tables available for the local groups to advertise their services.
The details have started to advertise on social media noticeboards and other media.
Cllr Cannon asked that the flyer be altered to change the wording from ‘Chairman’ to ‘Chair’.
Cllr Bull asked that the flyers be sent to all the local groups and ask if they want a table.
The Clerk also asked all Members to publicise the  meeting. 

C: 0425: 10	Clerk’s Report 
		The Clerk’s  Report circulated with the agenda was NOTED.

C:0425: 11	White Bridge Link 
 	The Update on the Project, circulated with the agenda was NOTED. 
	Cllr Croker asked if the funding from the Wilson Trust would be affected by the change to the pathway being a permissive cycle path.
	The Clerk explained that the discussions are ongoing with the trust, and it is hoped that it would not be affected.	
The Clerks verbal update was NOTED.

C: 0425: 12	Joint Parish Youth Committee 
The minutes from the meeting held on 12th March 2025. circulated with the agenda were NOTED.
Cllr Heaver explained that he was not comfortable having a DBS check to allow him to help with the service as he was concerned that this would set a precedent.

C: 0325: 13	2024/25 Annual Governance & Accountability Report 
The Draft AGAR circulated with the Agenda was NOTED.
Cllr Harber highlighted that the figures include the Cemetery funds and therefore looks like the council has higher reserves than expected. 
One of the proposals for the next cemetery committee meeting would be to set up a new bank account, with Hinckley and Rugby Building Society,  to reduce the concerns of the auditor regarding he amount covered by the FSCS and there is also a proposal to move funds to the long term maintenance reserve.

C: 0325: 14	Financial Update 
Income and expenditure reports (summary and detailed)  to date had been circulated with the agenda; Councillors received and NOTED.

C: 0325: 15 	Bank Reconciliation.
Councillors received and NOTED the Bank Reconciliation for March 2025.

C: 0225: 16	Payments List.
Councillors received and NOTED the payments made in March for £59,107.25 in accordance with Financial Regulations.

C: 0225: 17	Climate Matters – 
	It was AGREED that the draft Cycling and walking plan would be discussed at the Community committee meeting on 6th May.
Cllr Bull also reported that there had been discussions at the JPCAG regarding the proposal for a more frequent bus service.
The Brighton and Hove Bus company would not be able to do this due to the cost, other service providers will be contacted but a completely new service from a third company would not be available as there are regulations in place to stop direct competition.

C: 0225: 18	Correspondence – 
Members  received and NOTED the correspondence received during February 2025.

C: 0225: 19	Chair’s Announcements 
	Cllr Harber reported that he had been unable to attend the Surgery presentation.
Cllr Heaver explained that it had been attended by fewer people than had been hoped. The speaker was not clear regarding the outcomes and the survey had been targeting people from further afield than just Upper Beeding, so the numbers of unaffected residents may have skewed the figures.
There are still some concerns over why the costs to bring the building up to standard is £100,000 yet they reported that £30,000 is spent per year on maintenance.
What is doe each year is not clear.
The fact that the Wilson Trust paid £40, 000 to the Hub and £60,000 to the village Hall shows that there are some grants available.

The Pharmacist was showing interest in the potential of the move to the surgery site as the service provided would be better and this in turn may make the facility more popular.

Members felt that there was a need to keep some medical provision in the Village.
		
C: 0225: 20	Matters raised by Councillors - to receive matters for information or for discussion in future agendas.
	Cllr Warren 
	Reported that the Bluebell Walk was taking place on Sunday 27th April at Tottington Woods.

Cllr Heaver	The development at Manor Road was still in the consultation period, the officer from HDC had attended and there was a request for some alterations to the plans.
The pavement is still an issue as the trenches dug for the foundations are still open and the fencing is inadequate.
The Clerk was asked to highlight the issue to WSCC.
	 
	Cllr. Birnstingl
	 There are two twittens at Hyde Lane and the Sele Gardens which are in need of hedging being cut back.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35pm

Signed:							Date:
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