
Upper Beeding Parish Council

 Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at 
Upper Beeding Village Hall 
on Tuesday 24th June 2025 commencing at 7pm  

Present: 	Councillors: S Birnstingl, F Bull, C Deadman, J Edwards, F Heaver, B Harber (UBPC Chair) and T Kardos.

Also present: 	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
		HDC Councillor: Mike Croker
		
C: 0625: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. P Bull, J Cannon, S Teatum and C Warren
County Councillor. P. Linehan.
HDC Councillor: R Noel.

C: 0625:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).    
Cllr F Bull and R Harber declared a non-pecuniary interest in item C:0625: 10 as they are members of the Steyning Community Partnership, but not on the Bramber Castle Comes Alive project.

C: 0625:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on held on Tuesday 20th May 2025
Proposed Cllr S Birnstingl seconded Cllr T Kardos and AGREED.

C: 0625:04	Public Adjournment 
	There were no public present.

C: 0625:05	Update from County Councillor – to receive a report from Councillor Paul Linehan.
	Cllr P Linehan was unavailable.

C: 0625:06	Update from District Councillor – to receive an update from HDC Councillor, Mike Croker.	
Water Neutrality
· The SNOWS acronym has been rejected by Southern Water, and they have asked for the Sussex North Certification Water Scheme. (SNCWS).
Neighbourhood Plan Workshop
· The workshop was well attended. The Parish Clerk represented UBPC.
· The one area which caused some concern was the housing numbers. In the Draft Local Development Plan, and one reason for the rejection of the plan, was the number of dwellings proposed per annum in the district. The original number of 777 was short of the requested number of 911. However, this has been added to again with the number expected now at 1388, there is also an advisory buffer of 20% which brings the total to 1606 per year.
· Instead of the usual housing needs assessment being the basis of the allocation of dwellings in the district, the assigned figure given to the District Council, by the Government, has been divided between all the parishes, the figure is related to the size of the parish. 
· Included in these numbers is the need to cooperate with neighbouring authorities who may not have any capacity.
·  Many of the increases to housing numbers are due to changes to the NPPF, rather than a policy from HDC.
· Due to the new regulations on water neutrality and the lack of an active local plan, it is a concern that many applications will come forward and it will be difficult to resist the majority. Two significant developments are at Buck Barn and Adversane.
· The workshop also encouraged those with a NDP, to start planning to review them.

Other information
· HDC Cabinet is expecting to agree to the purchase of seven new refuse vehicles. The initial proposal was for the fleet to be updated using refurbished vehicles, but the provider was not able to fulfil the contract. A new contract has been agreed with a second company, but the new vehicles are required to replace the poorly refurbished vehicles.
· Cllr Croker would forward details about the Priory Field drain issue to Members.
· The next HDC Council meeting is taking place at The Steyning Centre on 16th July 2025. 

Questions. 
· Cllr Kardos asked about the Pound Lane Development. Despite the water consumption numbers being lower than necessary for the size of development, is it expected that this development will be approved.
Cllr Croker explained that should the part G water regulations requirements be met, this development may be difficult to be refused.
· Cllr Birnstingl explained that the SNOWS regulations are not acceptable.
Cllr Croker offered to send the water extraction numbers for the area to Members.

C: 0625:07	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the monthly report for May 2025 provided by the Neighbourhood Wardens.
	Cllr F Bull commented that the reports were improving and the reporting back on concerns has made them even more interesting.
Members are still concerned by the illegal use of e-scooters on the public road and recreation grounds. 
Cllr F Bull asked if there was a way to circulate the details of the illegality of the scooters, to youth clubs and schools rather than just those caught using them.
Cllr Edwards commented that the message needs to reach parents rather than the users. It may also be a good idea to circulate to the scooter retail outlets.
Cllr Heaver was still not content that the PCSO and the police are not able to impound the vehicles.

C: 0625: 08	Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council
The Minutes of the Facilities Committee held on  10th June 2025  circulated with the Agenda were ADOPTED.
Proposed by Cllr F Bull, seconded by Cllr T Kardos and AGREED.

Cllr F Bull highlighted the main areas of the minutes and explained areas discussed.
The Minutes of the Facilities Committee held 17th June 2025 circulated with the Agenda were ADOPTED.
Proposed by Cllr Birnstingl, seconded by Cllr Kardos and AGREED.

C: 0625: 09	Finance Committee Recommendations 
It was AGREED to accept the recommendations of the Finance Committee held on  17th June 2025.  
Cllr Karodos also highlighted that the IT and Internet Policy states that Members have to include their name, position and the name of the Council on all external e-mails.
	
C: 0625: 10	Grant Application – To Consider a Grant Application.
i. Bramber Castle Comes Alive - 20th of July 2025.
The Bramber Castle Comes Alive project and the  grant request were discussed.
It was AGREED that a grant of £250.00 be awarded to Bramber Castle Comes Alive.

C: 0625: 11	Clerks Report.
The Clerk’s report  circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.

Skate Park
The Clerk confirmed that the Skatepark contractor will be on site from Thursday 26th June 2025.

Saltings Loop Footpath Upgrade 
The Clerk’s report,  circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
The final Invoice is being scrutinised.

Office Upgrade
The Clerk’s report, circulated with the agenda, was NOTED
The contractor has stated that it is expected that they will start in September.

Speed Indicator Device.
The Clerk’s report  circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
The signs have been installed but may need some configuration.
Cllr Heaver commented that the Speedwatch team had been active on Tuesday 24th June; 10% of drivers were over the speed  limit.

C:0625: 12	Financial Update –
Income and Expenditure reports (summary and detailed)  to date. 
Councillors received and NOTED the reports for May 2025.

C:0625: 13	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank reconciliation for May 2025
	
C:0625: 14	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made in May 2025 totalling £10,087.64  in accordance with the Financial Regulations.
	
C: 0625:15	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted  the correspondence received during May/June 2025.

C: 0625:16	Chair’s Announcements
Has received a paper called ‘Local Councils Explained’ which is a good document for people to understand the work of the Town and Parish Councils.

C: 00625:17	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings:

Cllr S Birnstingl
Commented that he had visited the primary school fete and reported that it was a very good event, well organised and raised a significant amount of funds for the school.

Cllr F Bull
Also reported that the SAFER/ Greening Steyning team had attended the fete and were impressed with the event. Possibly a Parish Council table could be an idea for next year.
	
		 Cllr Edwards
Reported that the Small Dole Village fete was taking place on 9th August 2025 and would be grateful if a grant could be applied for.
The clerk would send an application form by e-mail.

Cllr Heaver
	Commented that the flower beds in the Village need attention and that if the Beeding in Bloom team are unable to attend to them, alternatives should ne investigated or to return them to the grass.
The clerk would look into this.
Cllr Deadman would ask some of the allotment holders if they could help.
	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.50pm

Signed:							Date:
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