
Upper Beeding Parish Council

Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at 
Beeding & Bramber Village Hall 
on Tuesday 25th March 2025 commencing at 7pm

Present:  	Councillors: S Birnstingl, C Deadman, B Harber (Chair), F Heaver, S Teatum and C Warren 

Also present: 	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
M Croker (Horsham District Council)
R Noel (Horsham District Council)
			
C: 0325: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. P. Bull, F Bull, J Cannon, J Edwards and T Kardos
West Sussex County Councillor. Cllr P. Linehan.

C: 0325: 02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).
No further declarations received on this occasion.

C: 0325: 03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th February 2025
Proposed Cllr F Heaver, seconded Cllr C Warren and AGREED.

C: 0325: 04	Public Adjournment 
	No Members of the public were present.

C: 0325: 05	Update from County Councillor – 
	Cllr P Linehan was unavailable.
	
C: 0325: 06	Update from District Councillor –
 HDC Councillor R Noel.
Local Plan
· The Cabinet meeting on 26th February discussed the local Development Scheme.
·  The local plan halted due to the inspectors concerns about its soundness.
· The Government are expected to make some more comments regarding the planning process, which is affecting the way the LDP can move forward.
· The new Development Scheme being drafted, sets out the timetable for the Local Development Plan and this will be affected by the delay by the Government.
· HDC Planning Lead are also investigating the possibility of the LDP being reinspected rather than start from scratch.
· The inspectorate has said that they will make their decision soon, the timescale is not clear.
Devolution & Local Government Reorganisation.

The Members were unable to discuss some of the details as they were currently in Purdah due to a by- election.
· New proposals are coming forward regarding the reorganisation to create the new unitary authority. 
· Mayoral Elections are coming forward in 2026.     
· Other elections in 2027, then a shadow authority will run through to 2028 when the new authority should be in place.
· More discussions are required regarding the make-up of the new authority, some areas transferring to Surrey have been suggested.
· HDC are currently reviewing their Constitution and looking at ways to change the committee system. Planning being one of the main areas for change.
· There are concerns that there may be a loss of local knowledge if some of the proposals are agreed.
· There is a plan to use a consultancy to help the transition from the current Councils to the unitary authority. The cost of the consultancy will be shared by all the Councils involved.
Questions:
· Cllr Harber asked how often the constitution is changed and why now, when there is are many changes happening?
· Cllr Croker explained that the changes have been ongoing for some years.
· Cllr Birnstingl asked if there was to be any continuation of service? The residents would be better served if the Councils ensured that their services were managed properly rather than new proposals which may make it worse in the short term.
· Cllr Croker was unaware of whether the services would be affected at the current time.  
· Cllr Noel also commented that more proposals will come forward once the mayoral candidates have been decided.

C: 0325: 07	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	The report for February 2025. circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The vehicle at Goldings Barn is still being investigated as there are multi agency responsibility for the removal. The landowner may also become involved when the surface of the pathway improves.
C: 0325: 08	Minutes – To adopt the Minutes of the following Committees:
i. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Community Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 4th March 2025
Proposed by Cllr F Heaver, seconded by Cllr Teatum and AGREED.

The Clerk updated the Members that he had sent a letter regarding the proposed closure of the surgery to several influential people to raise the profile of the closure.
The PPG and the Surgery manager had also been in contact to let the Council know that a public meeting is to take place on 8th April.
Cllr Noel stated that he would also contact the local MP. 

ii. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 11th March 2025.
Proposed by Cllr Birnstingl, seconded by Cllr Warren and AGREED.

C: 0325: 09	 Annual Parish Meeting – To Consider the details of the APM
i. Questionnaire.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should send out a flyer in the first instance, informing the residents about the annual Parish Meeting and asking for the e-mail addresses.
The questionnaire can be sent out when the mailing list has been created.
Proposed by Cllr F Teatum, seconded by Cllr Heaver and AGREED.

C: 0325: 10	Clerk’s Report 
		The Clerk’s Report circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
It was AGREED to defer any decision on forming a working party until proposals were clearer.	
It was AGREED that the Members were not keen on becoming part of a larger merged parish.

C:0325: 11	Meeting Dates for 2025/26 - 
It was RESOLVED to  accept the Meeting Dates for the Municipal Year 2025/26.
Proposed by Cllr F Harber, seconded by Cllr Warren and AGREED.

C: 0325: 12	Joint Parish Youth Committee 
The Report from the JPYC Staff circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
The chair asked the Clerk to minute that the Council was very pleased with the work carried out so far by the group and found the report very interesting.

C: 0325: 13	Grants – To consider applications for remaining funding.
i. Steyning Area First Responders – Village Hall Defibrillator
It was RESOLVED to award a grant to SAFeR of £375.00 to pay for three years maintenance of the Defibrillator outside of the B & B Village Hall.
Proposed by Cllr F Heaver, seconded by Cllr Birnstingl and AGREED.

ii. Report from Grant recipient – 4Sight 
The report from 4Sight was NOTED.

C: 0325: 14	Financial Update 
Income and expenditure reports (summary and detailed) to date had been circulated with the agenda; Councillors received and NOTED.

C: 0325: 15 	Bank Reconciliation.
Councillors received and NOTED the Bank Reconciliation for February 2025.

C: 0225: 16	Payments List.
Councillors received and NOTED the payments made in payments made in February for £130,185.94 in accordance with Financial Regulations.

C: 0225: 17	Climate Matters – 
	 Cllr Birnstingl reported that there were no updates at the current time.

C: 0225: 18	Correspondence – 
Members  received and NOTED the correspondence received during February 2025.

C: 0225: 19	Chair’s Announcements 
	Cllr Harber reported that he attended WSALC meeting.
		
C: 0225: 20	Matters raised by Councillors - to receive matters for information or for discussion in future agendas.
	Cllr Heaver
	Has been in contact with the planning department for a range of issues regarding local planning matters. 
	There appears to be no cohesive approach, and some are not interested at all.
No confidence in the system 

	Cllr. Teatum
	Reported that the Litter Picking team had carried out a patrol on Sunday 23rd March.
The section of the village which they visited had been looking poor and now there is a clear improvement.

C: 0325: 21	Confidential Session - To resolve, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, in accordance with Standing Orders 3d to exclude the press and public on the grounds that the confidential matters to be discussed under item C: 0325: 22 may involve disclosure of personal or privileged information which would be inappropriate to put in the public. 

C: 0325: 22	Recommendations from the Staffing Committee - Held on 11th March 2025
	It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendations from the Staffing Committee held on 11th March 2025.
	 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm

Signed:							Date:
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