
Upper Beeding Parish Council

  Minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held at Beeding and Bramber Village Hall, on Tuesday 10th June 2025 at 7.00pm.

Present: Councillors: F Bull, C. Deadman, B Harber F Heaver, T Kardos and C. Warren (Chair).

Also, present: 	Steve Keogh (Parish Clerk)
		John Young (Maintenance Manager)	

F: 0625: 01	Election of Chair
It was RESOLVED to re-elect Cllr C. Warren as Chair for the Facilities Committee for the municipal year ending May 2026. 
Proposed: Cllr. B Harber Seconded: Cllr F Heaver.

F: 0625: 02	Apologies for absence 
	Apologies received and accepted from:
Cllrs. J Edwards. 

F: 0625: 03	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest  
to receive any declarations of interest as defined under the Localism Act 2011.
	There were no additional Declarations of Interest.
	
F: 0625: 04	Minutes of the last meeting –
The minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held on 1st April 2025 were approved as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed Cllr C Deadman seconded Cllr F Heaver and AGREED.

F: 0625 :05	Public Adjournment 
to receive questions & comments from members of the public.
	No Public were present.

F: 0625:06	Skatepark – 
	 The Update on the Project circulated with the agenda was NOTED.

	The Clerk explained that the work had started but the weather had curtailed it.
	The ‘Friends of’ group are aware of the actions and are happy with the situation.

F: 0625 :07	Facilities 
[bookmark: _Hlk158205540]The  a report from John Young, Maintenance Manager circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
The Committee discussed the proposal to resurface the pathway around the recreation ground and agreed that further quotations should be investigated.
Proposed companies were also discussed and the possible timetable for the works.

It was AGREED that the Maintenance Manager should continue with this work.
There are no funds currently allocated, but there may be some way to find these funds once some of the current larger projects have been completed.
The Clerk updated the Members regarding the MUGA and the issue of glass fragments on the surface, there has been a spate of incidents with broken bottles and the MUGA is currently closed.
The Wardens will be asked to ask NISA to reduce the sale of glass bottled drinks to school age students. 
[bookmark: _Hlk167181215]		The Clerk’s Verbal Report was NOTED. 

F: 0625: 08	Sports Hall
Office Upgrade
The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The Clerk explained that two quotes have been received.
	
There was a brief discussion regarding the work which had been carried out to seek and find a third quotation which so far has been difficult to find.
There had been an original estimate of £6,000 - £8,000.
The Members AGREED that the financial regulations had been fulfilled as the three quotations had been sought and due diligence had been carried out.

The Clerk reported the two quotations, and the details were discussed.

The Members were pleased that due diligence has been fulfilled and therefore,
It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to the Finance Committee that the Quotation received from S T Cowley Contractors Ltd for £7, 663.00 should be accepted.

F: 0625: 09	Project Update – 
The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The Members discussed the projects, particularly the removal of the Mound at Small Dole.
	The quotation which will be accepted is the £2,000 from S T Cowley Contractors Ltd.

F: 0625: 10	Riverside Pathway –
i. The Saltings Loop Pathway Project.
The Clerk’s  Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The Clerk reported that the kissing gate was installed, and the ‘no cycling’ signage has been added to reduce the likelihood for cycling on the new path.

	The pathway needed a cut to reduce the foliage on the pathway surface. This has been carried out and the next stage will be the setting up of a maintenance schedule for the pathway.
	
ii. White Bridge Link
	The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.	
There has been an update that the SGN were on site and were in the process of rerouting the gas network under the river.
The proposed date for the installation of the bridge is 14th July 2025 and the expected date for completion is three to four months, there is no clear end date but is expected to be in the autumn.
The Steyning Community partnership will continue to monitor the works and oversee the financial aspect of the project.

The Clerk’s verbal update was NOTED.

	
F: 0625: 11	Horsham District Council Assets List – To Consider the Assets Available
		The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
The list is of the assets available to the Parish which are currently owned and managed by HDC. Members discussed the attributes of the various assets and how the Council could take them on successfully.

Cllr F Bull reiterated the comments regarding the assets and the situation the Parish Council are in as the most expensive Precept in the District.
Members stated that they were understanding of the proposal and the options available.
The Clerk gave an update from the HDC officers that they are still drafting the asset transfer policy, putting staff in place to work on the reorganisation and that there would be no further information given at the current time.

There is a need for more details before any decision cam be made, but the assets need to be discussed to ensure that the Parish Council comes out in the best position.

The individual assets were discussed:
Little Oak Car Park.
The item is not in the Parish so is an error.

Land at Priory Field, Upper Beeding.
This is an area of land in the centre of the village close to Saltings Field and Saltings way. The main area would be the grass area being added to the current contract.
The other area of concern is the drains and the link to the Saltings Field ditches.
Resources need to be used to ensure that the minimum works are needed to ensure they were clear.

Leased land, High Street, Upper Beeding.
This area could be added to the grass cutting contract and the flower beds are already looked after by the Council.

High Street Car Park Upper Beeding.
The car park could be taken on as part of the recreation ground, however there would be a cost for regular maintenance and repairs etc.
It would be good to have some funds along with the land.

Saltings Field, Saltings Way, Upper Beeding.
The area of land is a historic Monument, which HDC took back in 2024 to partner up with Bramber Brooks, to produce a wildlife sanctuary, which is managed by them and could be given to the RNIB or another wildlife group.

Car Park, Access Road, High Street, Upper Beeding.
The car park access road could be taken on as part of the recreation ground, however there would be a cost for regular maintenance and repairs etc.
It would be good to have some funds along with the land.

Hillside Park Mobile Home Site, Hillside Lane, Small Dole.
The Council would need to employ a contractor to maintain the area or if there aren’t any resources this may be better being managed by a larger authority.

It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to the Finance Committee that the assets be investigated and to consider accepting the items only when the potential costs and resources have been included.
	
	Item
	Proposal

	[bookmark: _Hlk200542002]Little Oak Car Park
	Not in the village – no interest

	
	

	Land at Priory Field, Upper Beeding
	Could be devolved subject to resources and condition

	Leased land, High Street, Upper Beeding
	Could be devolved subject to resources and condition

	HIGH STREETCAR PARK UPPER BEEDING
	Could be devolved subject to resources and condition

	Saltings Field, Saltings Way, Upper Beeding
	Could be devolved subject to resources and condition, there may be better providers who could take this on.

	Car Park, Access Road, High Street, Upper Beeding
	Could be devolved subject to resources and condition

	Hillside Park Mobile Home Site, Hillside Lane, Small Dole
	Parish Council unable to manage the item




F: 0625: 12	Matters raised by Councillors – to receive matters for information or discussion for future agendas.
	
	Cllr Heaver
WHAT SURVEY IS THIS?
	Is interested in the survey which appears to have been delivered to some residents but not all.
He has been given a copy, so was interested to find the number of Members who received a hard copy.

	Cllr C Warren 
	Aked that the SDNPA Management Plan be added to the Planning Committee Agenda.

		There being no further business the meeting closed 8.15pm. 


Signed:							Date: 
The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HP
The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HP[bookmark: _Hlk158205916]The Parish Council Office, The Sports Hall, Memorial Fields, High Street. Upper Beeding, BN44 3WN
Telephone: 01903 896988		emails: clerk@upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk	Website: www.upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk


The Parish Council Office, The Sports Hall, Memorial Fields, High Street. Upper Beeding, BN44 3WN
Telephone: 01903 896988		emails: clerk@upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk	Website: www.upperbeeding-pc.gov.uk

