
Upper Beeding Parish Council

  Minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held at Beeding and Bramber Village Hall, on Tuesday 1st April 2025 at 6.30pm.

Present: Councillors: C. Warren (Chair), C. Deadman, J Edwards, B Harber and F Heaver. 

Also, present: 	Steve Keogh (Parish Clerk)
		John Young (Maintenance Manager)	

F: 0425: 01	Apologies for absence 
	Apologies received and accepted from:
Cllrs. F Bull, T Kardos, 

F: 0425: 02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest  
to receive any declarations of interest as defined under the Localism Act 2011.
	There were no additional Declarations of Interest.
	
F: 0425: 03	Minutes of the last meeting –
The minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held on 4th February 2025 were approved as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed Cllr C Deadman seconded Cllr F Heaver and AGREED.

F: 0425 :04	Public Adjournment 
to receive questions & comments from members of the public.
	No Public were present.

F: 0425:05	Skatepark – 
	 The  Update on the Project circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	 The Clerk explained that the work will no longer be commencing week commencing 31st March, it is hoped that will start before the end of April.

F: 0425 :06	Facilities 
[bookmark: _Hlk158205540]The  a report from John Young, Maintenance Manager circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
Play area netting has been completed, and the insurance company have now paid the refund for the cost.
[bookmark: _Hlk167181215]	The Facilities Manager explained quotes are being sought for the removal of the mound and tunnel slide at the Small Dole Play Area. 

	Cllr Heaver asked if the Council had any procedure if the culprits who put items down the drain were caught in the act.
Currently the first option may be to report to the police or the Wardens who,  in turn, would inform their parents etc.
There is the immediate justice option through the police too.
	The Clerk explained that there had been an occasion when some graffiti was found on the MUGA, by various means the culprits were found and after permission was given, they were made to clean the item.
		The Clerk’s Verbal Report was NOTED. 
F: 0425: 07	Sports Hall
Office Upgrade
The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The Clerk explained that the first quotation has been received, and further quotes will be sought.
	The works have changed slightly as there is a need for more power points and the added decoration etc.
	
There was a brief discussion over whether the upgrade of the office was the most cost-effective option, but there are no offices available at the current time, so this is still the best way forward.
Cllr Heaver was still keen for the local sports clubs to be involved more as they will benefit from it.

F: 0425: 08	Project Update – 
The  update on other projects circulated with agenda was NOTED.
	The outdoor table tennis table would only be purchased if a suitable grant can be found.  
The maintenance vehicle will be delayed until later in the year when the maintenance manager starts to investigate his new car.

F: 0425: 09	Riverside Pathway –
i. The Saltings Loop Pathway Project.
The Clerk’s  Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The Clerk reported that the kissing gate was to be installed in April.

	Members asked what the next stage was to be and how much of the foliage can be removed on the Dawn Crescent section of riverbank to create the leisure area which had been the original vision.
This work would be planned the proposals included in the newsletter. The residents will also be informed of the plans.
Initially the Clerk would need to contact the Environment Agency and Natural England to find out what work and alterations can be done in the area.
	
ii. White Bridge Link
	The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.	
There is still some concern regarding the provision of a footpath from the main PROW along to the steps which led to the St Peters Church car park. The Clerk was asked to contact WSCC Officer and ask for confirmation that this is part of the project.
The Clerk’s verbal update was NOTED.

F: 0425: 10	Allotments  
Members were pleased that most plots have been renewed or allocated.
One small plot may be used by the Youth Club.
Cllr Deadman asked if there was any chance that the lessees of the few untended plots could be contacted to ask if they could start work or the plots may be taken away.
The new standpipe has been fitted and Grasstex will be asked to pay for the work.

It was felt that as the majority f the plots are being worked on and there is a lot to do currently on the plots, that an allotment users meeting should be delayed until the end of the season. 

F: 0425: 11	Litter Bin – 
The report Circulated with the agenda regarding the proposed new bin at the bus stop outside The Rising Sun Public House was NOTED.
Following a brief explanation by the Maintenance Manager, supported by the Community Litter Picking group, who have also asked for the installation of a bin, the Members understood the issues.
It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council that a new bin be installed at the location at the Bus Stop at a a cost of £285.00 and a monthly cost of £14.40 to empty it.
This cost will be offset by the reduction in the occasions when the Maintenance Manager needs to spend time clearing litter at this location.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr J Edwards and AGREED.

F: 0425: 12	Matters raised by Councillors – to receive matters for information or discussion for future agendas.
	
	Cllr Heaver
	Is still concerned about the planning application in Manor Road, but this has been taken on by the Planning department and Cllr M Croker.

He is also concerned that the proposed surgery closure may be already a done deal and that the Council should insist that all funds from any sale of the bungalow, be allocated to Upper Beeding health matters.

The promotion of the meeting is also not clear as it states a two-hour meeting, where there are two one-hour concurrent meetings 

	Cllr C Deadman
	There are several issues with parking around the Nisa shopping area.
	The Clerk was asked to investigate whether the road markings, yellow lines and speed etc. could be reinstated.

		There being no further business the meeting closed 7.35pm. 


Signed:							Date: 
The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HP
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