
Upper Beeding Parish Council

 Minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held at Beeding and Bramber Village Hall, on Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 6.30pm.

Present: Councillors: C. Warren (Chair), S Birnstingl, F Bull, C. Deadman, and F Heaver. 

Also, present: 	Steve Keogh (Parish Clerk)
		John Young (Maintenance Manager)	
		Tom Warren (UBFC)

Upper Beeding Football Club Introduction.
Tom Warren from the Upper Beeding Football Club introduced himself and explained that there have been a lot of changes in the Club.
After Covid the Club started to struggle financially and with issues regarding the number of players available. Including the failure of the youth teams.

Many of the players were of an age where they were winding down their playing careers and so there were no new young players coming forward.

At the same time the board members had also made decision to step down and change their personnel.

Currently the club is in a better situation, with the new committee and a new focus on youth. Starting with the junior and infant school age groups.

The youth team are starting to take shape, and the committee are hoping to be able to develop the club from the bottom up, including new changing rooms and facilities. This will be done in conjunction with the Council and other users of the recreation Ground.

This year there is a centenary match, with the Club using the events to raise the profile of the club and to highlight the plans for the future.

Members were keen to ensure that the Council will be involved and that the possibility of the Members be included in any working group or steering group.

F: 0225: 01	Apologies for absence 
	Apologies received and accepted from:
Cllrs. R Harber, T Kardos, J Edwards, and Stephie Shorey (Tree Warden)

F: 0225: 02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest  
to receive any declarations of interest as defined under the Localism Act 2011.
	There were no additional Declarations of Interest.
	
F: 0225: 03	Minutes of the last meeting –
The minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held on 12th November 2024. were approved as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr Birnstingl and AGREED.

F: 0225 :04	Public Adjournment 
to receive questions & comments from members of the public.
	No Public were present.

F: 0225:05	Skatepark – 
	 The  Update on the Project circulated with the agenda was NOTED.

	 The Clerk explained that the work will commence on 31st March, and it is hoped that all will be completed in good time for the summer holidays.

The Clerk’s Verbal Report was NOTED. 
	
F: 0225 :06	Facilities 
[bookmark: _Hlk158205540]The  report from John Young, Maintenance Manager circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
· Play Area Netting
[bookmark: _Hlk167181215]	The Facilities Manager explained that there are some issues with the netting between the main football pitch and the play area. This has been damaged by the recent storm and the due to the importance of the net, it is important that it is replaced soonest.
There was some discussion regarding alternatives to the netting, but but the Maintenance Manager advised there were no realistic cost effective alternatives.  

It was AGREED to recommend to the Finance Committee that the netting be replaced by Playsafe Playgrounds for £2, 366.00 subject to the confirmation of the expected life of the netting.
	Small Dole Slide
At Small Dole the slide is still an issue as the cost to replace the item is quite high. The Clerk is investigating upgrading the play areas and to investigate which play items need replacement.

The Maintenance Manager is still concerned that the slope is slippery and the slide is unusable due to the damage and potential finger trapping.
The option to remove the slope and slide and return to grass may be the best option as future cost of replacement would be high.

It was AGREED to recommend to the Finance Committee that the slope and slide be removed. The initial Quotation for the works of £2,100 would be acceptable but alternatives need to be investigated.
	

F: 0225: 07	Sports Hall
Office Upgrade
The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The Clerk reported that since the agenda had been sent out, the planning office had been in contact and there had been a change of strategy regarding the works. It appears that on reading a recent e-mail from the Clerk there is a better understanding of the work of the building and the Parish Council would be encouraged to withdraw the application.

It has been agreed that the office was an extension of the current use, rather than a change so planning permission is not required.

F: 0225: 08	Proposed Permanent Traffic Order A283 Steyning Bypass - TRO/HOR2405/RC
(i)          a 40mph speed limit on a length of the A283 Steyning Bypass from south of Jarvis Lane to High Trees roundabout junction; and 
(ii)         a 50mph speed limit on a length of the A283 Steyning Bypass from east of the B2135 Horsham Road to south of Jarvis Lane. 

Following a discussion regarding the need for speeds on roads to be reduced, plus the thoughts on the future use of the road.
It was AGREED that the Clerk should comment on the consultation to ask that the application be altered to support a 40MPH limit across the two sections of road for consistency and improve the likelihood that the reduction in speed will  be accepted and adhered to.
	

F: 0225: 09	Riverside Pathway –
	The Clerk’s  Update  circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
	The Clerk reported that the contractor has been unable to carry out the works at the end of the last week due to the weather. There has been a sufficient period of dry weather which has allowed the work to continue week commencing 3rd Feb and it is expected that the works will be completed by 5th February.

There would be a period of time in the warmer months for the company to return to check the settling of the surface and carry out any snagging.
	
	White Bridge Link
	The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda was NOTED.	

Following a meeting with WSCC regarding the current pathways work, the officer who is also dealing with the bridge and WBL works was encouraged by the progress made by SGN and the landowners. 

A contractor has been appointed, subject to contracts etc. and the works are still expected to be completed on schedule.

Cllr Bull emphasized the works of the Saltings Loop Pathway working group and the Steyning and District Community Partnership who have been active in progressing the works and providing a good amount of funding.

F: 0225: 10	Allotments  
The Clerk’s Update circulated with the agenda regarding the 2025 Renewals was NOTED.
Members were pleased that most plots have been renewed or allocated.

F: 0225: 11	Grants
		UBFC a grant for the UBFC Centenary Match
It was AGREED to recommend to the Finance Committee that the Council should allocate a grant to the Football Club for their centenary celebrations.
The Clerk would send a grant application form to the Club secretary.

F: 0225: 12	Matters raised by Councillors – to receive matters for information or discussion for future agendas.
	
	Cllr Heaver
	Is concerned that the water usage agreed for the Glebe Farm development appears to be incorrect and may not be suitable. He was concerned that the application is being approved using false claims.

	Cllr Warren 
Asked if the issue of the weak and poor mobile signal in the village and surrounding area could be added to a future Community Committee Agenda.

		There being no further business the meeting closed 7.55pm. 


Signed:							Date: 
The Gladys Bevan Hall, Church Lane, Upper Beeding BN44 3HP
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