
Upper Beeding Parish Council

 Minutes of the Community Committee meeting held at 
The Beeding & Bramber Village Hall, High Street, Upper Beeding 
on Tuesday 4th March 2025 at 6.30pm  
 Present: Councillors:  S. Birnstingl, F Bull, J Cannon, B. Harber (Chair), F Heaver and Sean Teatum.

Also present: 	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
		Two residents
		
CC: 0325: 01	Apologies for absence – to receive and approve apologies for absence.	
		Apologies were received from P Bull.

CC: 0325: 02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest – to receive any declarations of interest as defined under the Localism Act 2011
	There were no additional Interests declared.	

CC: 0325: 03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the Community Committee meeting held on  Tuesday 11th December 2024 as a true and accurate record. 

Proposed by Cllr Heaver, seconded Cllr S Birnstingl and AGREED.

CC: 0325: 04	Public Adjournment 
	There were no public questions as the members of the public present, wished to be included in the Medical Surgery Consultation discussion.
	
CC: 0325: 05	Hyde Lane. - Traffic Regulation Order -Update
The Committee discussed the issue and the proposed locations for the yellow lines. 
Three are concerns that there are several requests for yellow lines in the village, including High Street, Church Lane and Hyde Lane.

The concern being that vehicles will just be moved from one location causing other issues at another location and not provide any solution. 
There is also no adequate way to police the yellow lines currently.

It was AGREED that the Clerk should concentrate on the Hyde Lane application and once this has been decided, the effects can be measured before the next application can be investigated.

Proposed by Cllr F Bull, seconded Cllr Birnstingl and AGREED.
  
CC: 0325: 06	Projects and Priorities - To discuss Community Committee priorities for the remainder of municipal year. (Report)
i. Crossings and speed restrictions
The  Report  circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
The Clerk reported that the crossings are completed, and the camera was recording the usage at the South Downs Way crossing to provide data supporting the proposed bridge crossing.
ii. Speed Indicator Display 
The Report circulated with the agenda was NOTED.

The Clerk explained that the units have been received, but the contractors who have been approached are unable to help at the current time due to other work commitments.
Members recommended various contractors who may be able to help.

iii. Speedwatch
Cllr Teatum reported that they have had a good take up from residents and have the adequate number to start carrying out patrols and once they have received training needed, to carry out the sessions on the road.

CC: 0325: 07	Upper Beeding Doctor Surgery – 
The members discussed the Surgery closure consultation. 
Members felt that consultation was poor and that most of the people who may need access to the surgery, would not be included in the consultation if they had no access to a mobile device or computer.
There is a view that the surgery is very useful for the residents but, equally there are also residents who are over 15 minutes’ walk away and that if this is the case then they may be able to drive to the Steyning Surgery as easily.
Other similar rural locations have to travel to Steyning so the surgery may be seen as a convenience rather than a necessity.

The reasons for the surgery to remain functioning as a surgery or as an alternative public service included:
· The surgery building could be used for an alternative health or medical use.
· It could be better used by the Steyning Practice as a hub.
· The pharmacy building is quite old and does not have adequate facilities for the staff, it also hasn’t got a consultancy room. The surgery would improve all these aspects.
· The surgery has also been reported as quite isolated for the staff, the use by the pharmacy would reduce this concern.
· The surgery could be used for one service rather than a GP practice; one comment was the families, and some parents struggle to get to Steyning there could be a drop-in session for parents.
· It is believed that the building may not be in the ownership of the local Health Trust as it is believed to have been gifted to the Parish/village.
· The funds from the sale need to be guaranteed to be available for local services rather than to other funds.
· Members asked that some of the funds be used for the development of the Sports Hall.
· If the surgery is to close, better transport links need to be guaranteed.
· The two residents in attendance are concerned that the surgery may close, and this could affect the elderly in the Village accessing necessary medical services.

It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council that the Clerk draft a response to the consultation, using the comments made in the minutes.

CC: 0325: 08	Climate Change
Cllr Heaver asked if the Climate Action Plan circulated with the agenda included the banning of bonfires and similar, as they cause air pollution.
He cited an example of a building site which has started to burn waste causing black smoke.  Environmental Health had advised him to monitor the situation.
Cllr Birnstingl commented that here are a number of issues with banning bonfires, as this would need to include log burners and other fossil fuel equipment. 

Cllr Teatum advised that some residents had contacted the fire brigade due to an unattended bonfire as there are regulations regarding this; there was no one attending to the fire, so they put it out.

Cllr Cannon commented that at the current time air pollution was not in the plan.
Cllr F Bull explained that the purpose of the plan was to highlight Net Zero issues and ways for the district to improve the situation.
· Cycling and Walking Survey.
The Cycling and Walking Survey has been completed and then data has been analysed. This has ben used to crate a report that is to be discussed with WSCC and HDC planning, in order to ensure that the concerns and ideas are included when developments are being decided at planning stage.

CC: 0325: 09	Communications 
The  questionnaire circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
The Clerk explained the general reason for the questionnaire and the reason for sending it out. The Clerk also commented that the answers are not that crucial, but the mailing list is a necessary part of the project.

It was AGREED that the Clerk should organise a letter to go along with the questionnaire and the GDPR statement should be added to ensure that residents know that the details will be stored and only used for Council mail distribution. 

CC: 0325: 10	JPYC 
The service is taking shape, the Thursday sessions are popular but the Friday sessions in Steyning are quite low in numbers.
There is a week of activities during the Easter Holidays and this will be quite an interesting period.

The JPYC has been awarded £4,900 grant from the Police and Crime Commissioner so the Easter week will include activities which may include a link to the police and crime topics.

CC: 0325: 11	Beeding in Bloom 
The Beeding in Bloom team would be meeting soon to discuss the proposals for the summer planters which are.to.be installed in June.

The Clerk reported that Cllr Birnstingl had carried out weeding and some other works to the rose bed.
 
CC: 0325: 12	Matters raised by Councillors – to receive matters for information or discussion for future agendas.	
	
Cllr F Bull
The Saltings Loop Pathway is now finished and being used;  there has been a concern raised that the section by Riverside Park is on quite a steep bank, next to quite a drop into the river. Fencing has been mooted as a possible solution.
The Clerk has been in Contact with WSCC and at the current time they have no plans to fence the area due to land ownership and other issues.

Can the Clerk invite the volunteer groups to provide a representative to the APM and possibly have a table or display at the event.

Cllr Teatum
Offered his thanks to the Clerk for his work on the Pathways and other projects in the Village.

	There being no further business the meeting ended at 7.50pm.

Signed:							Date
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