
Upper Beeding Parish Council

 Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at 
Upper Beeding Village Hall 
on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 commencing at 7pm  

Present: 	Councillors: S Birnstingl, F Bull, P Bull, J Cannon, C Deadman, F Heaver, B Harber (UBPC Chair),T Kardos and C Warren.

Also present: 	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
				
C: 0725: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. J Edwards and S Teatum.
County Councillor. P. Linehan.
HDC Councillor: M Croker, R Noel.

C: 0725:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).    
There were no additional Declarations of Interest.

C: 0725:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on held on Tuesday 24th June 2025.

Proposed Cllr S Birnstingl seconded Cllr C Deadman and AGREED.

C: 0725:04	Public Adjournment 
	There were no public present.

C: 0725:05	Update from County Councillor – to receive a report from Councillor Paul Linehan.
	Cllr P Linehan was unavailable.

C: 0725:06	Update from District Councillor 
	In the absence of a HDC Councillor the Clerk read an update from Cllr Croker
Neighbourhood Plan 
· Priory Field drain got a 'we don't know' from HDC.
· With regards to the Hadham water abstraction data, is available 'to any member that requested it'.
· Cabinet on 6 August will be recommended to withdraw the existing draft local plan and start work on a new one - the relevant report, which explains the thinking, will be subject to scrutiny on 23 July, and is included in the relevant papers. 
·  HDC is still considering making a formal complaint to the Planning Inspectorate.  
· The existing 'Facilitating Appropriate Development' document, intended to guide future development alongside the 2015 HDPF, will soon be replaced by Shaping Development in Horsham District with a broader scope.   
· 
Other information
· At the last meeting a question was asked regarding what percentage of the housing at the proposed Glebe Farm development would be 'social'? Here are the answers:

· Affordable Housing
6.10 As set out in the HDPF, Policy 16.3a requires 35% of any proposed development above 15no. dwellings to be offered as affordable housing. However, following detailed discussions with Horsham District Council, it has been agreed that the proposal will provide 40% of the dwellings as affordable.

· Affordable Housing Quantum
6.11 The requirements of policy 16.3a of the HDPF would have led to a total of 84 affordable dwellings being provided on the site. The commitment by the applicant to deliver 40% of the dwellings as affordable means that the proposed development will in fact deliver 106 affordable homes.

· Affordable Housing Tenure
6.12 The affordable housing tenure split is approximately 70:30 as set out in Policy 16 of the emerging Horsham District Local Plan. 70% to comprise social or affordable rent and 30% intermediate or shared ownership housing.

· Schedule 4 of the draft S106 agreement has more detail So, there should be 32 housing units 'transferred to an Affordable Housing Provider as housing for persons in Housing Need'.
· Cllr Croker wanted to thank all members and Officers who had been involved in the removal of the abandoned car in Goldings Barn.

C: 0725:07	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the monthly report for June 2025.provided by the Neighbourhood Wardens.
· The Clerk reported that the Police and the Wardens are not working together, regarding the e-scooters and mixed messages are being passed to the users. 

· Cllr Cannon commented that the coordinator had now left the organisation and therefore the meetings with the wardens have been postponed until the management of the wardens is arranged.

· Cllr Heaver asked if there was any chance that the Council could ask for a rebate in the costs, as the service will not be as agreed.

C: 0725: 08	Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council
i. 	The Minutes of the Planning  Committee held on 24th June 2025  circulated with  the Agenda were ADOPTED.
Proposed by Cllr Heaver, seconded by Cllr T Kardos and AGREED.
The Clerk reminded Members that the SDNP survey runs until 1st August.

ii.	The Minutes of the Community Committee held on 8th July 2025
 circulated with the agenda were ADOPTED.
Proposed by Cllr Birnstingl, seconded by Cllr Cannon and AGREED.
	The Clerk updated the Council, that the SID will be moved to other locations through the year to reduce the impact on the resident.

C: 0725: 09	 Terms of Reference 
	The Terms of reference for each Committee were discussed.
	Cllr Harber asked if Members felt the Committee system was working and whether Members wanted to continue with the current format. There was unanimous approval.
It was AGREED that Planning should be a standard item on the Full Council agenda to allow for discussion on planning topics when the planning advisory committee was not meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Heaver, seconded by Cllr T Kardos and AGREED.

i. The Community Committee Terms of Reference were reviewed. 
It was resolved to adopt them as drafted.
ii. The Finance Committee Terms of Reference 
It was resolved to adopt them as drafted.
iii. The Facilities Committee Terms of Reference 
It was resolved to adopt them subject to a reduction in the Quorum to three.
iv. The Planning Committee Terms of Reference 
It was resolved to adopt them subject to a reduction in the Quorum to three.
It was AGREED to change the name of the Committee to the Planning Advisory Committee
Proposed Cllr Harber 	Seconded Cllr Kardos and AGREED.
v. The Staffing Committee Terms of Reference 
It was resolved to adopt them subject to a reduction in the Quorum to three.

It was RESOLVED that all the terms of reference should alter the statement on climate change to read:
To support the community to combat the effects of climate change 
	Proposed Cllr F Bull 	Seconded by Cllr Cannon and AGREED.

C: 0725: 10	Clerks Report 
The Clerk’s Clerk’s Report circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.

Skate Park
The Clerk confirmed that the Skatepark contractor will be carrying out some repairs to the old ramps to ensure that they are safe for use through the summer holidays. 

RoSPA 
The annual Risk Assessment has been conducted, and the majority of the play items are in a low risk, any issues have been dealt with as necessary, and the Maintenance Manager is looking to gather quotes for any works for the year.

C: 0725: 11	Grant Application – To Consider a Grant Application.
i. Small Dole Summer Fayre 

The Small Dole Summer Fayre and the grant request were discussed.
It was AGREED that a grant of £250.00 be awarded to Small Dole Summer Fayre.
Proposed Cllr Harber 	Seconded Cllr Birnstingl and AGREED.

The funds would be taken from a donation received by Upper Beeding Parish Council from the Beeding Horticultural Society, when it folded in 2023.

C:0725: 12	Financial Update –
Income and Expenditure reports (summary and detailed to date. 
Councillors received and NOTED the reports for June 2025.
Cllr Birnstingl asked that the Clerk send an e-mail to the allotment holders to be more thoughtful regarding water usage, when watering their plants and crops.

C:0725: 13	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank reconciliation for June 2025
	Cllr Harber explained that the figures look skewed in comparison to the June meeting as the transfer from the Burial Committee to the new Building Society Account had not happened by the end of June.

C:0724: 14	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made in June 2025 totalling £27,844.75 in accordance with the Financial Regulations.

C: 0725: 15	Climate Matters 
	Cllr Cannon commented that Walking and Cycling Plan is to be ratified by HDC in the coming weeks; it is hoped that the Parish Council will be in a position to adopt the plan at the September meeting.
	
	Cllr Birnstingl asked if there could be some dialogue with WSCC regarding the larger tree planting along the highway.
The Clerk was asked to contact the local warden and ask if there were any ways this could be initiated.
	
C: 0725:16	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted  the correspondence received during  June/July 2025.

C: 0723:17	Chair’s Announcements
Requested that the Members complete the survey on local government reorganisation. The Clerk would ask for a hard copy of the survey.
Highlighted that there is training available on the Code of Conduct through WSALC.

C: 0523:30	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings:

Cllr C Warren
Commented that the grass areas between the High Trees Roundabout and Dacre Gardens need to be cut back.
The Clerk would contact WSCC. 

Cllr J Cannon 
Asked if the pathway between Deacon’s Way and Pepperscoombe Lane could be cut back.

Cllr T Karos
Asked if it would be possible for the Maintenance Manager to visit the Fulking play area and to quote a cost for this service.
The Clerk would ask the Maintenance Manager to quote for the work.	

Cllr Heaver
	Commented that the water rates have increased again this year and whether there was any way the Parish Council could help residents to get value for money.
Cllr F Bull commented that there are some periods in the year when there are issues in the Village that need attention, and these situations need to be highlighted.
Members would ensure that any future issues with the rains and water leaks would be highlighted and used as a viable way to complain to the water company.

The subject would be a future agenda item.
	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.55pm

Signed:							Date:
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