
Upper Beeding Parish Council

       Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at 
Upper Beeding Village Hall 
on Tuesday 28th October 2025 commencing at 7pm  

Present: 	Councillors: S Birnstingl, F Bull, J Cannon, C Deadman, J Edwards, F Heaver, B Harber T Kardos, (UBPC Chair), S Teatum and C Warren.

HDC Councillors: M Croker, R Noel.
	
Also present: 	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
		HDC Warden: John Sampson
				
C: 1025: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllr. P Bull.
County Councillor. P. Linehan.

C: 1025:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).    

C: 1025:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on held on Tuesday 30th September 2025

Proposed Cllr S Birnstingl seconded Cllr F Heaver and AGREED.

C: 1025:04	Public Adjournment 
	There were  no Public in Attendance

C: 1025:05	Update from County Councillor – to receive a report from Councillor Paul Linehan.
	Cllr P Linehan was unavailable.

C: 1025:06	Update from District Councillors. 
	Local Planning 
· There has been an application at Oxcroft Farm, for nine dwellings. Determination may be made on 17th November.
· Regarding the sewage and foul water issues in the village, the NPPF states that the planning process needs to assume that the statutory provision is going to be in place. The process of planning is to agree the acceptable use of the land.
· Awaiting more information regarding the setting up of a Rural and Market Town Economic Alliance initiative. Through the Steyning and District Community Partnership.
· Report of District Council on 8th October: 
Community Toilet Scheme. HDC may award a grant to those commercial premises who allow people to use the facilities even if they are not a customer or using the premises.
· Tree Preservation Orders: 
Some local cases where the Ward Members are not informed of trees being felled until too late. The owners of a premises being affected by tree roots may take the cheapest option. Tree officer to investigate a more rigorous process for the tree removal consultation.
· Water Neutrality condition is still not removed. The Natural England statement has not been removed yet, the agreement in place following a Southern Water, EA, Natural England and Defra survey has not been seen by HDC planning so Water Neutrality is still active. Planning applications clauses will be worded which can be altered at a later date if water neutrality is a concern. 
· In addition, the Planning Authority can still make a decision which will need some form of water management to be in place but only approved if the Authority are confident that the water is being managed correctly.
· Southern Water have agreed to reduce their usage of water in the areaThe effect on planning procedure if the Water Neutrality statement is removed, is that there is going to be a number of applications coming forward which would be difficult to object to.
· At the planning Briefing it was stated that applications will be approved unless there is an ‘outstanding planning reason’ to refuse.
· Water Neutrality clauses have changed but not written out, there is a clause which requires a maximum use of 110 litres per day.

C: 1025:07	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the monthly reports from September 2025 provided by the Neighbourhood Wardens.
· John Sampson introduced himself and outlined his career path to the current position. He has experience of local council and warden work in London area and Storrington.
· He explained that there are some items additional to the report.
Someone is allowing their dog to foul the riverbank; the person is known and the wardens with the PCSO will be visiting the person.

· Cllr Cannon asked to elaborate on the other aspects of the job.
Currently there are some plans to try to enhance the service to dementia patients and their carers by investigating a minibus which can be used to help provide transport to the events and activities which are already in place rather than starting any new ones.
· Cllr Teatum asked how they are contacting the non-users as it is difficult to reach out to some people if you do not know who has their details,
John stated that he was in contact with the Alzheimer’s Society who have agreed to supply some details.
· Cllr Birnstingl asked if there was support for the wardens from the police.
John commented that the PCSO’s in the local areas are very good, but there are some issues with the other areas of the police. This may be because there have been no reports of ASB or other activities, so they do not feel there is a serious issue. This is not helped if the residents do not report anything.
Residents may not receive any feedback from the police, but it is important that they still pass on information post an incident so thatt it becomes known to the police.
· Cllr F Bull asked about the use of e-scooters in the area and the clarity of legislation regarding the use of e-scooters, skateboards and similar vehicles.
The Warden explained that the PCSO has helped to educate some local users on the legality of the scooters, but so far there are still nothing clear about the way they can be removed from the area.

The Chair thanked John for attending the meeting and asked that a schedule of attendance at the Parish Council meetings be created, to make it more regular.

C: 1025: 08	Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council
i. 	The Minutes of the Community Committee held on 7th October 2025 circulated with the agenda were ADOPTED.
Proposed by Cllr Heaver, seconded by Cllr Edwards and AGREED.

C: 1025: 09	Recommendations from the Community Committee Meeting. 
It was RESOLVED to APROVE the Recommendations from Community Committee Meeting Held on Tuesday 7th October2025
Cllr Harber commented that one of the ideas for the gift to be awarded to the Newsagent Sue, is a tree being planted in the Village.
This may require more funds, so asked for up to £100.00 to be awarded.

It was AGREED to increase the available funds for the gift to £100.00
	Proposed Cllr J Cannon Seconded by Cllr C Warren and AGREED.

C: 1025: 10	Clerks Report
The Clerk’s Report circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
The Clerk commented that the skatepark work is expected to start again on November 11th, 2025

C: 1025: 11	Grant Application – To Consider a Grant Application.
i. The Good Neighbours – Running Costs

The Good Neighbours service in the village and the grant request was discussed.
It was AGREED that a grant of £250.00 be awarded to the Good Neighbours
Cllr Warren commented that they may not want the grant straightaway as they have do have some funds, but the money could be made available.

Proposed Cllr Cannon 	Seconded Cllr Birnstingl and AGREED.

C:1025: 12	Financial Update –
Income and Expenditure report (summary and detailed)  to date. Councillors received and NOTED the reports to date.

C:1025: 13	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank Reconciliations for  September 2025 
	
C:0724: 14	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made during September 2025 for £33,465.67 in and in accordance with the Financial Regulations.

C: 1025: 15	Climate Matters 
	Cllr F Bull attended a meeting of the Joint Parish Climate Group held on 15th October; minutes to follow. The next one will be in January 2026
	Cllr F Bull reported that a well-known member of the Greening Steyning group, Malcolm Duke, has passed away.
	Cllr F Bull will be attending a NALC course on green matters.
	SDNP have some funding which may be available for biodiversity projects.
Bramber Brooks is now hosting a volunteer
Greening Steyning will have an open house event to encourage the residents to check the technology available.
Cllr Cannon was impressed with the signage in the Village Hall which highlights the work which has been carried out regarding climate change.
	
C: 1025:16	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted the correspondence received during September 2025.

C: 0723:17	Chair’s Announcements
The Chair informed the meeting that he had received a number of compliments regarding the pathway around the recreation ground.

C: 0523:18	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings:

Cllr F Bull
TROs in the area, there are some criteria to fulfil to enable the TRO’s to be agreed.
They also stated that Cllr. Paul Linehan needs to be supportive.
He would like the subject to be further discussed at a future Community Committee.

Simon Birnstingl
Commented that there has been a study which seems to link the shingles vaccination to a positive effect on dementia.

The reasons for the failure of the TRO applications on various roads are not acceptable. They need to be more of an in-depth process rather than a simple one due to the number of crashes or fatalities.

There seems to be no clear support for the Wardens or the residents from the police, this needs to be challenges and the PCC needs to be asked for help on the ground.

Cllr Birnstingl stated that the Remembrance Day display was very good. Proving that the use of the items on an annual occasion, rather than all year round makes more of an impact.

Cllr Heaver
	The Remembrance Day display has been completed in Upper Beeding.
	The pathway at the recreation ground needs to be weed killed on the side of the allotments.
	
S: 1025: 19	Confidential Session – It was RESOLVED, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, in accordance with Standing Orders 3d to exclude the press and public on the grounds that the confidential matters to be discussed under item C: 1025:21 & 22 may involve disclosure of personal or privileged information which would be inappropriate to put in the public. 
	Proposed Cllr J Cannon Seconded by Cllr C Warren and AGREED.

C: 1025: 20	Confidential Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council. 
It was AGREED to adopt the Minutes of the: 
i. Staffing Committee Meeting Held on Tuesday 21st October 2025

C: 1025: 21	Recommendations from the Staffing Committee Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk212624930]It was AGREED to APROVE the Recommendations from Staffing Committee Meeting Held on Tuesday 21st October 2025
	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm

Signed:							Date:
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