
Upper Beeding Parish Council

    Minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held at Beeding and Bramber Village Hall, on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 7.00pm.

Present: Councillors: S Birnstingl, F Bull, J Cannon, B Harber F Heaver T Kardos and C. Warren (Chair).

Also, present: 	Steve Keogh (Parish Clerk)
		John Young (Maintenance Manager)

Presentation by Eleanor Gloster on funding to improve the Sports Hall to support the Youth Club.

A member of the public outlined concerns regarding poor acoustics within the Sports Hall, particularly affecting youth club users and children with sensory sensitivities. The echoing environment was described as stressful and potentially exclusionary. 

Key Points Raised: 
· Poor acoustics amplify normal noise levels. 
· Impact noted on youth club activities and staff. 
· Initial rough estimate for acoustic treatment: £9,000–£11,000. 
· Potential suppliers identified (specialists in village/sports halls). 
· Funding opportunities identified (grants likely to require match funding). 
· Offer made to prepare funding bids free of charge. 
· Possibility of community survey to evidence need. 
· Potential for additional youth equipment (e.g. soft furnishings, craft resources). 

Council Discussion: 
· Funders’ expectations for council contributions vary. 
· Council capital budget noted (£5,000 annually). 
· Requirement for three quotes confirmed. 
· Consideration given to the building’s age and lifespan. 
· Importance of value-for-money and potential for removable installations. 
· Alignment noted with Council’s five‑year objectives. 

It was AGREED TO RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL that the Council should support the project, subject to: 
· Receipt of formal quotes, 
· Further investigation of funding options, 
· Clarification of Council contribution. 
· Eleanor to gather quotes and work with Parish Council officers. 
· Community survey to be developed collaboratively. 


F: 0426: 01	Apologies for absence 
	Apologies received and accepted from:
Cllrs. C Deadman, J Edwards.

F: 0426: 02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest  
to receive any declarations of interest as defined under the Localism Act 2011.
	There were no additional Declarations of Interest.
	
F: 0426: 03	Minutes of the last meeting –
The minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held on Tuesday 10th February 2026   were approved as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr Harber and AGREED.

F: 0426 :04	Public Adjournment 
to receive questions & comments from members of the public.
	No Public were present.

F: 0426: 05	Sports Hall
	Councillors discussed the need for clearer information regarding the Sports Hall structure. Cllr F Bull stated that this is the basis of the next stage of any development of the building.
There is no clear plans or date when the structure was built. It may be as old as 40 years if this is the case there needs to be a clear indication that the building is still serviceable.
There is also a need to know what the residents and the users of the hall would like to see at the location.

It was AGREED TO RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL that the Parish Clerk obtains quotes for structural survey: 
· to establish condition and lifespan. 
· Information to advise on future investment decisions. 
· User survey and potential uses.
· The Clerk asked Members to forward some suggested surveyor
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F: 0426: 06	Facilities 
The  report from John Young, Maintenance Manager was NOTED.
There is little to update, but there appears to be an increase in occasions of fly tipping as there are items being left on the roadside and the verges regularly.

The District Council remove it quickly though. However there appears to be no investigation or fines being given.
Members were concerned that the ser vice may be being used as a method of removing large waste items.

The Clerk was asked to raise the issue at the next Wardens meeting in May.

F: 0426: 07	Project Update – 
The Clerk’s circulated with the agenda was NOTED.

Skatepark Update
The Council reviewed ongoing vandalism issues and escalating repair costs. 
Key Points: 
Approximately £3,000 spent recently on vandalism repairs. Insurance claim pending There is a concern regarding premium increases. 
Parts fenced off for safety. 
Installation delays acknowledged. 

Simplifying ramp layout and possibly removing vandal‑prone timber ramps. 
Possible deterrent signage and temporary trail cameras 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should Request on‑site meeting with contractor. 
Engage Friends of the Skate Park group. 

Review future maintenance approach once new equipment is installed. 

Henfield Road Streetlight 
Streetlight equipment ordered and first payment made. 
Installation expected within the next few weeks, subject to road closure arrangements. 

Parish Office 
Office furnished and carpeted. 
Proposal considered for window film and signage (£410). 
Cllr Kardos asked that the signage should be in the same font as the Council stationary.
It was AGREED that the Clerk should investigate whether the window film can be solar.

 Riverside Walk 
Cllr F Bull clarified that Cycling is confirmed as not suitable for the Riverside Path between Dawn Crescent and the Botolphs Bridge. 
Cllr Heaver asked if there was any reason that the gate at the pumping station has been removed, the reason was because the mobility scooters can access the pathway easier.
. 
Self‑closing mechanisms have shown to be causing issues, they require review. 
Suggestion made to consider benches. 

The Clerk was asked to investigate the missing gates and consider signage and seating at a future meeting. 

Allotments.
Small Dole / Henfield Consultation 
The Members considered a request from Henfield Parish Council regarding proposed allotments. 

The 17 plots are proposed for the new development close to the boundary between the two parishes.
There are two questions from Horsham District Council which have been asked to answer.

1. Would the allotments be cascaded to Henfield to manage (along with a commuted sum), and would Henfield wish to take on the allotments? Or is there another option given the overlapping ward / parish boundaries in this instance?  The site and its residents would fall into the Parish of Henfield.
 
1. Given the proximity of the site to the settlement of Small Dole, where the site is located, is there a mechanism by which residents of Small Dole (falling within Upper Beeding) could apply for allotments on this site, if it is to be transferred to Henfield PC to manage?
 
Council supports Henfield PC managing the allotments, but the ideal solution would be for the plots to be available to the residents of Small Dole, including those in Upper Beeding parish.

It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to the FULL COUNCIL that Parish Clerk should respond formally to Henfield Parish Council:
The Parish Council does not feel that it would be suitable for the Parish Council to manage facilities in a neighbouring area
That the allotment plots should be made available to residents of Small Dole to include those from Upper Beeding

Cllr Harber recommended that the rules of the allotments should be include the setting up of an allotments association as this would reduce the impact and management on the Parish Council.

F: 0426: 08	 Sports Hall Rules 
The Clerk’s circulated with the agenda was NOTED.
The Councillors discussed the subject of Roller Booting in the hall. There appears to be very little to be gained from the potential booking but there may be a danger that the roller booting could cause damage to the floor which could affect the other users.

The man concern being the wooden tiles being displaced, however there was also a concern that the wheels, if not maintained, could scratch the surface too.
		
Members rejected the premise that the Parsh Council needs to provide the same facilities as in neighbouring Towns and Villages and should try to provide alternative options, such as the skate park.

It was AGREED to RECOMMEND to the FULL COUNCIL that there is no need to alter the rules regarding the use of roller boots in the hall.

F: 0426: 09	Play Areas  
The Clerk’s circulated with the agenda was NOTED.

Four suppliers provided indicative proposals (Wicksteed, Fawns, Jupiter, Infinity). 
The information received included the replacement priorities, including the roundabouts and seesaws which are beyond their useable date. 

Although there have been comments that there has been very little new equipment over the past few years, which was rejected by the Councillors, as there had been several new pieces of equipment over the past ten years. 
The Clerk reiterated that there may be a good option to replace some damaged and old items at the same time as providing new play items and really make an impact.

Cllr Warren asked that the Clerk provide a like‑for‑like comparison of individual items. This way they can decide which funds are made available.

Consultation with children and parents proposed (youth club, school, summer fair). 
Green gym proposal discussed but not prioritised. 

It was AGREED that Clerk should compile itemised cost comparison matrix and 
Consultation to be scheduled. 

F: 0426: 11	Matters raised by Councillors – to receive matters for information or discussion for future agendas.
	
Cllr C Warren
Speed Indicating Devices in Small Dole: Non‑functional units noted; not Parish‑owned, but if they are faulty can they be replaced.

Cllr Heaver
Caravan and welfare unit reported being left at Hogs Wallow; monitoring advised. Plus, report to the Wardens and HDC travellers’ office.

		Cllr Kardos
Asked that as there has been discussions regarding the use of the Sports Hall, whether it could be increased to the survey including the wider Parish facilities.
There being no further business the meeting closed 8.45pm. 
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