
Upper Beeding Parish Council

    Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at Beeding & Bramber Village Hall
on Tuesday 16th June 2026 commencing at 7pm

Present:	Councillors S Birnstingl, F Bull, J Cannon, C Deadman, F Heaver, B Harber (UBPC Chair) T Kardos, S Teatum and C Warren.
	
Also present:	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
WSCC Councillor: V Finnegan.
Horsham District Councillors: M Croker and R Noel
						
C: 0626: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. P Bull and J Edwards

C: 0626:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).

C: 0626:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on held on 
Tuesday 26th May 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr C Deadman and AGREED.

C: 0626:04	Public Adjournment.
	There were no questions from the Public.

C: 0626:05	Update from County Councillor.
Councillors currently undergoing extensive training across council service areas. 
Limited updates due to early stage in council term.

Library Services – Summer Reading Challenge “Read to the Beat”
Aims to encourage children’s reading through storytelling and sound.
Children can register online to receive sticker books and rewards

West Sussex County Council issued guidance relating to:
Increased domestic violence risks during major football events
Drink spiking awareness (especially for hospitality sector)
Members encouraged to review information via WSCC website.

Children’s Services (Ofsted)
Inspection history:
2019: Unsatisfactory
2023: Requires Improvement 
New full inspection expected within coming months.
Council aiming for a “Good” rating.

Highways Update
Winter 2025/26: Wettest on record in West Sussex. 
Nearly 21,000 safety-related highway jobs (Jan–Mar 2026, record high)
Significant increase in potholes and road deterioration
Record customer enquiries in January and February
Challenges include:
Long-term underinvestment
Rising asphalt/material costs
Increasing vehicle weight (e.g., electric vehicles and HGVs)
Short-term approach to pothole repairs; there is an inefficiency of patching vs long-term solutions
Budget constraints and cost pressures

On a positive note, most enquiries responded to within 10-day SLA
Highways teams praised for responsiveness under pressure.
Repair prioritisation based on safety criteria
Resource limitations prevent proactive repairs

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)
Second consultation: Launched 12 May, closed recently 
Proposed structure: Western Unit: Chichester, Crawley, Horsham, Mid Sussex
Population ~566,000
Coastal Unit: Adur, Arun, Worthing
Population ~349,000
Financial sustainability as the Coastal unit projected £42m annual deficit
Need for transparency in modelling and evidence
Joint letter sent to Minister (Alison McGovern MP):
Requests clarification on:
Data and modelling
Financial viability
Evidence base
Government response anticipated before 16 July (Parliament recess)
Cllr Birnstingl asked about the Geographic inconsistencies in proposed unitary structure
Cllr Harber commented that there was an overemphasis on population targets (~500,000 benchmark)
Cllr Warren was concerned that the financial viability concerns not adequately addressed

C: 0626:06	Update from District Councillors.
Presented by Cllr. Roger Noel)
Planning 
The current “emerging” Local Plan will be presented at an extraordinary Cabinet meeting on 6 July.
Modifications required: 
Inclusion of additional small housing sites to meet inspector requirements. Target: 2,000 houses per year.
Timeline: 
Submission to inspector: October 2026
Adoption expected: January 2027
The New Local Plan (with further housing development) must: be agreed within 18 months and be finalised by early 2028.
Future plan implications: 
Inclusion of large strategic sites previously rejected 
Likely disagreements among councillors.

Local Government Reorganisation
Consultation phase has ended; final structure expected by 16 July 2026.
Two unitary authorities in West Sussex (coastal and inland).
Possible changes include Chichester split along the A27.
Financial concerns: 
Setup costs estimated in the millions. Only ~4% projected savings, considered modest. Risk of costs being passed down to parish councils.
Parish implications: 
Uncertainty over future responsibilities and liabilities.
Limited guidance currently available.
Further consultation expected with additional feedback in August 2026.

Community Governance Review: 
Results expected September 2026.
Limited appetite for parish boundary changes.

Horsham District Updates
Friday Lates events: 
Successfully launched despite bad weather. Strong community turnout reported.
Food waste collection: 
Fully implemented across district.
Over 1,000 tonnes collected for bio digestion.
Battery and soft materials recycling service discontinued (low usage/unviable)

Capitol Theatre refurbishment project halfway complete.
Improvements to date include bars, public areas, seating, and facilities.
Pantomime season (Dick Whittington) starts late November.

C: 0626:07	Community Governance Review
	Councillors received and NOTED the documents circulated with the agenda.
(Steyning Meeting Notes & Henfield Meeting Notes. (Map))

The chair gave an oversight and brief description of the two meetings which were arranged by Henfield and Steyning Parish Council and attended by staff and Councillors from Upper Beeding Parish Council.
It was unfortunate that the second proposed meeting in Steyning was then cancelled, so only the Chair’s comments were included in the proposed joint submission

It was AGREED that the Joint Submission should only include the response that the Parish Council is happy to continue to collaborate with Bramber POC and Steyning Town Council on any matters deemed suitable.  
It was AGREED that Small Dole should be treated as one cohesive community, but there should be strong application for the settlement to be included as part of Upper Beeding Parish. 
If part of Small Dole moves to Henfield Parish could lose 20% of electorate and significant precept (tax base) which in turn could risk of reduced ability to maintain services and sustain staffing levels.
The UBPC submission of the CGR questionnaire will include extending Upper Beeding Parish boundary to include remaining parts of Small Dole currently outside the parish; the emphasis being the existing financial and community support in Small Dole provided by Upper Beeding.
Limited liabilities expected if additional areas absorbed (e.g. street lighting).
Aim to align boundaries with County division boundaries which would provide a logical and future-proof option for the Parish Council.
Consultation Response Strategy
Current consultation limits responses to 100 words.
It was AGREED to submit the formal document including the 100-word response and include an additional supporting letter (A4 page) outlining full case
Proposed messaging: 
· Emphasise cohesive community principle
· Highlight financial and operational risks
· Use positive framing (benefits of unifying Small Dole)
· Promote a positive case for boundary extension
· Encourage resident participation in consultation
Once the second round of consultation has been set out, the Parish Council should Encourage public submissions to support parish position.

C: 0626:08	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the May 2026 report.
Burglaries: 
A small number of incidents reported.
Youth Incident: 
One foster child involved in a domestic-related issue.
Being managed with social services; no further incidents reported.
Shoplifting:
Ongoing low-level shoplifting. 
Main concern: incidents not being consistently reported to police.
Wardens encouraging reporting and offering assistance.

Community Engagement & Positive Work
Board games cafe established at Churchside Café. 
Collaboration with Youth Services (supporting trips and activities).
Increased outreach at the Hub 
More residents are seeking support. 
Focus on socially isolated individuals.

Crime Trends Discussion 
April data indicated 10 reported incidents (slight increase) 
Shoplifting appears to have decreased compared to previous levels.
Continued emphasis on reporting to improve police follow-up. 
Cllr Birnstingl noted prior concerns about organized retail crime.
Building relationships with shop staff Using CCTV and engagement with schools/parents where appropriate. 

Dog Fouling
Complaints noted along the river path. Increased patrols being undertaken.
Lack of dog waste bins in some areas 
Confusion among residents over disposal options. Bins can only be placed on land owned by the council. 
Discussion of bag availability vs bin provision.
Footpaths are responsibility of West Sussex County Council 
Legal exemption exists for individuals with mobility issues regarding dog waste collection.

C: 0626: 09	Facilities Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council: 
i. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting Held on  Tuesday 9th June 2026.

C: 0626: 10	Recommendations from The Facilities Committee 
It was RESOLVED To Accept the recommendations from the Community Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 9th June 2026.

Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr C Deadman and AGREED.

C: 0626: 11	Joint Parish Youth Committee
The  Report to March 2026 from the JPYC was NOTED.
Report received with appreciation.
Members noted the increased attendance:
Sports group discontinued due to low demand.
Transition encouraged from younger to older groups.
Summer programme planned.

C: 0626: 12	Clerks  Report
The Clerk’s Report, circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
The following Members agreed to attend the stall at the FUBS Summer Fair on 27th June from 2.00pm
Cllrs. Heaver. Teatum, Warren and Harber.
The following members would attend the Small Dole Horticultural Society fayre on 8th August:
Cllrs. Teatum, Heaver and Harber.
The Clerk asked that any other interested parties could put their name forward nearer the time.

C:0626: 13	Financial Update 
Councillors received and NOTED the Income and expenditure Reports (summary and detailed) to Date and the position reported as favourable overall 

C:0626: 14	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank Reconciliations for May 2026.
	
C:0626: 15	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made in May 2026 for £11,192.02 in accordance with the Financial Regulations.

C: 0626: 16	Climate Matters 
i. Councillors received and NOTED the Climate Action Plan Update
Developed via Horsham Climate Action Network.
To be reviewed in detail at Community Committee 
Additional updates:
A Thermal imaging camera has been provided to Greening Steyning and is available for community energy assessments.
Councillor F Bull attended Carbon Literacy training (recommended to others).
“People’s Emergency Briefing” film event: Scheduled 24 June (Steyning Centre) Fully subscribed.

C: 0626:17	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted the correspondence received during June 2026.

C: 0626:18	Chair’s Announcements
Cllr Harber reported that he would be attending the Horsham Association of Local Councils meeting in Southwater on Monday 22 June.

C: 0626:19	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings:

Cllr Heaver
Report on a fire near Church Close, emergency vehicles delayed due to blocked roads in Salting’s Way.
Ongoing concerns: 
Obstructive parking across village, narrow access routes impacting emergency responses. Community Committee will be looking at issues in July. Potential need for further parking restrictions or enforcement. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm

Signed:							Date:
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