
Upper Beeding Parish Council

    Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at Beeding & Bramber Village Hall
on Tuesday 28th July 2026 commencing at 7pm

Present:	Councillors S Birnstingl, F Bull, C Deadman, F Heaver, B Harber (UBPC Chair), S Teatum and C Warren.
	
Also present:	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
Horsham District Councillors: M Croker and R Noel
						
C: 0726: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. P Bull J Cannon, J Edwards and T Kardos.
WSCC Councillor: V Finnegan.

C: 0726:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).

C: 0726:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on held on 
Tuesday 16th June 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr S Birnstingl and AGREED.

C: 0726:04	Public Adjournment.
	There were no questions from the Public.

C: 0726:05	Update from County Councillor.
Apologies were received from WSCC Councillor: V Finnegan.

C: 0726:06	Update from District Councillors.
Presented by Cllr. Mike Croker
Current Consultations 
Horsham District Local Plan 2023–2040 Main Modifications consultation closes 24 August. 
Horsham District 2045 scoping consultation closes 28 July. 
Call for Sites consultation closes 25 August. 
Horsham District Community Safety Partnership Road Safety Survey closes 31 July. 
Community Governance Review draft recommendations consultation closes 7 September. 
Planning Changes 
Government planning delegation changes take effect 31 October. 
Most smaller applications (including developments of up to nine dwellings) will be determined by officers rather than planning committees. 
Planning committees will have reduced involvement, and membership numbers are expected to decrease. 
Local Government Reorganisation: 

Further delays expected, with decisions anticipated in October. 
Elections are still expected in May next year. 

Horsham District Council Updates 
£1 million inflation reserve repurposed as a leisure investment reserve with an additional £1.22 million transferred from the General Fund. 
Investigation approved into improving public toilet provision and accessibility in Storrington and Henfield as pilot projects. 
Southern Water representatives will attend the Communities and Place Policy and Scrutiny Committee on 9 September. 
Members discussed concerns regarding reduced democratic oversight of planning decisions.

C: 0726:07	Community Governance Review.
Councillors received and NOTED the documents circulated with the agenda.
i. Community Governance Review Update (Addendum)
Members noted that draft recommendations broadly reflected the parish's preferred outcome. 
Councillors were encouraged to respond to the second-stage consultation. 
Additional publicity and community engagement will be undertaken to encourage responses from residents.

ii. Local Government Reorganisation - Update
Members noted ongoing uncertainty regarding future arrangements. 
Discussion took place regarding parish representation and the importance of ensuring rural parish voices are heard within future governance structures.

C: 0726:08	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the June 2026 report.
	The June report was received and noted. 
Discussion Points 
Members welcomed the welfare and community support work undertaken by wardens. 
Concerns were raised regarding: 
Cycling on footpaths. 
Use of e-scooters and other unlawful vehicles. 
Public confidence in enforcement of local rules. 
A request was made for wardens to continue monitoring and addressing these issues. 

C: 0726: 09	Community Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council: 
i. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Community Committee Meeting Held on  Tuesday 21st July 2026.
Topics discussed had included: 
Community Governance Review. Draft Parish Emergency Plan, Speed limits. Parking matters. Flower beds. Youth provision.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr C Deadman and AGREED.

C: 0726: 10	Recommendations from The Community Committee 
It was RESOLVED To Accept the recommendations from the Community Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 21st July 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr C Deadman and AGREED.
C: 0726: 11	Joint Parish Youth Committee
The Report to June 2026 and the JPYC Meeting Notes from the JPYC was NOTED.
Members praised Vicki and the youth team for their work. 
Positive feedback from Cllr Teatum, was received regarding the Family Celebration Event at Memorial Field. 
Attendance and community engagement were reported as strong. 

Future Funding 
Members noted that consideration of future contract arrangements beyond 2027 will be required during the coming year.

C: 0726: 12	 Sustainable Transport Group - Working Party 9 
The Working Party 9 Meeting Notes from the meeting held on 5th June 0206
Ongoing issues relating to cycling, pathway use and access arrangements were noted. 

Members discussed progress on: 
White Bridge Link. 
Riverside pathway issues. 
Gate repairs or replacement
WSCC stated that most issues are now the responsibility of the Landowners, including Upper Beeding Parish Council. 
Potential future cycling and Disability Scooter provision. 

C: 0726: 13	Clerks Report
The Clerk’s Report, circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
		Skate Park 
Contractor expected on site imminently. Priority is to make wooden ramps available for use during the summer. Metal framework works to follow. 

Bostal Street Light 
Installation completed. Grant funding received. Final cost to the Parish Council approximately £1,000. 

FUBS Summer Fair 
Well attended. Successful engagement with residents. 

Office Upgrade 
Completed, including solar installation and signage. 

Sports Hall Survey 
Three quotations have been received. Recommendation expected in September. 
Estimated cost approximately £3,000. 

Riverside Path 
Repair and maintenance issues continue to be addressed. 

C:0726: 14	Financial Update 
Councillors received and NOTED the Income and expenditure Reports (summary and detailed) to Date and the position was reported as favourable overall.

Expenditure remains broadly in line with budget; External audit queries are being addressed. Council finances remain stable. 
C:0726: 15	Grant Applications – To discuss the following grants:
i. 4sight – Additional Information.
Following a discussion regarding the success of the past two years of funding to this group, 
It was RESOLVED to award a grant of £250.00 to the applicant 4Sight.

ii. Bramber Fete
Following a discussion regarding this new group and the introduction of a new event in the area
It was RESOLVED to award a grant of £250.00 to the applicant Bramber Society

C:0726: 15	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank Reconciliations for June 2026.
	
C:0726: 15	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made in June 2026 for £15,809 in accordance with the Financial Regulations.

C: 0726: 16	Climate Matters 
i. Councillors received and NOTED the Joint Parish Climate Committee Meeting Notes
Biodiversity and wildlife initiatives had been discussed following a presentation from Weald to Waves. 
Draft statement regarding Southern Water's performance remains under consideration.

C: 0726:17	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted the correspondence received during June & July 2026.

C: 0726:18	Chair’s Announcements
Cllr Harber reported that he would be attending the Horsham Association of Local Councils meeting.
Members were reminded about the Small Dole event on 8 August.

C: 0726:19	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings:

Cllr Bull
Parish Volunteer Recognition Scheme 
A proposal was raised to introduce annual recognition awards for volunteers and community contributors. 
Community Committee to explore options and report back. 

Cllr Teatum
Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Scheme 
Proposal raised to investigate participation in the scheme. 
Further information to be obtained and considered at a Community Committee meeting. 
		
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm
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