SMALL DOLE ACTION GROUP
Residents have united to demand that West Sussex County Council reject Cemex’s controversial planning application (WSCC/004/26) to dump 960,000 tonnes of inert waste material onto the former Hales landfill site in Small Dole.

The Action Group warns that the proposed 6-to-8-year operation will inflict devastating infrastructure damage, threaten public safety, and ironically risk accelerating the very toxic water pollution it claims to prevent. The Action Group is calling on the WSCC Planning Committee to safeguard the villages of Small Dole, Henfield, Woodmancote, and Upper Beeding from near-decade-long industrial blight.

Why planning permission must be denied
The Action Group have outlined reasons why WSCC must refuse Cemex's application:
· The catastrophic "sponge" effect: The Action Group remains deeply alarmed by the severe risk of compressed pollution. Forcing nearly one million tonnes of inert waste onto soft, decades-old historic waste risks acting like a foot stamping on a wet sponge. The immense pressure could squeeze existing underground toxic leachate straight out into local aquifers and the fragile River Adur floodplain long before the protective cap is finished.
· A decade of HGV gridlock and danger: The scale of the haulage operation is entirely unsustainable for rural West Sussex. The project introduces a relentless stream of 40-tonne tipper HGVs—amounting to roughly 40 heavy vehicle movements every single day for up to eight years. This poses an unacceptable threat to pedestrian safety, introduces severe noise and dust pollution, and will structurally devastate narrow village roads.
· Unfair cumulative burden on Small Dole: Residents argue that Small Dole has done its time as a waste destination. The landfill has been closed for decades and has successfully re-wilded into peaceful grazing land. This re-opening of the site will disrupt all the hard work and re-wilding that has taken place over the last few years.Forcing a quiet rural community to endure a gruelling, near-decade-long industrial engineering site is an unbearable disruption to local health, well-being, and peace.
· [bookmark: _Int_0MI89mTN]Who asked Cemex to carry out this work: The residents or WSCC have not asked to have this site reopened or have concern about the leachate. They have not been consulted on their concerns. If anything needs to be done it is to better manage the existing leachate not aggravate it with this proposal, Additionally, if this were to be approved the village would lose one of its few footpaths which is currently used as a circuit for exercise and would be a critical loss of a valuable amenity

"An environmental legacy error should not punish today's residents"
"While we support the long-term protection of the River Adur, Cemex’s heavy-handed proposal is a cure worse than the disease," said Chris Warren for the Small Dole Action Group. "We are being asked to sacrifice our daily safety, our roads, and our peace for the next eight years to fix a legacy environmental error. West Sussex County Council must listen to the overwhelming public opposition, reject this flawed application, which is of no benefit to the community only providing more cash to Cemex.’’
The community urges all concerned residents to log onto the West Sussex County Council planning portal to formally submit their objections under reference WSCC/004/26 ahead of upcoming committee reviews.

For Further Info or to Join the Small Dole Action Group Contact:
Email: Chris Warren on chris_cwarren@btinternet.com or attend the Small Dole Action Group Meeting at the Small Dole Village Hall at 7 pm on the 11th November 2026



