
Upper Beeding Parish Council

    Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at Beeding & Bramber Village Hall
on Tuesday 27th October 2026 commencing at 7pm

Present:	Councillors S Birnstingl, F Bull, P Bull, J Cannon, C Deadman, F Heaver, B Harber (UBPC Chair), S Teatum M Temple and C Warren.
	
Also present:	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
WSCC Councillor: V Finnegan.
Horsham District Councillors: M Croker and R Noel
						
C: 1026: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. J Edwards and T Kardos.

C: 1026:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).

C: 1026:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on held on 
26th September 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr S Birnstingl and AGREED.

C: 1026:04	Public Adjournment.
	There were no questions from the Public.

C: 1026:05	Update from County Councillor.
A verbal report was received from WSCC Councillor V Finnegan, covering:
· The petition threshold required to secure a debate at West Sussex County Council has been reduced from 9,000 signatures to 3,000. 
· A motion proposing withdrawal from voluntary refugee resettlement schemes was defeated. 
· Concerns were raised regarding financial pressures on councils, including potential funding reductions associated with national funding reviews. 
Planning 
· National planning delegation changes are being incorporated into the County Council constitution in line with government requirements. 
Customer Services 
· The Council handled over 137,000 resident calls during the first half of 2026, maintaining approximately 85% customer satisfaction. 
Highways and Infrastructure 
· Ash dieback works continue across the county through to March. 
· The AI-assisted highways inspection trial remains underway. 
· More than 15,000 potholes have been repaired and over 110,000m² of road surface patched this financial year. 
· New thermal road repair technology has been introduced. 
· Flood prevention measures continue, including: 
· Cleansing of approximately 30,000 drainage assets. 
· Completion of 75 drainage repair schemes. 
· Further improvement works planned before winter. 
Emergency Response 
· During recent storms, the County Council responded to more than 200 emergency incidents, including fallen trees, flooding and highway defects. 
· Education and SEND 
· West Sussex has secured £182.7 million in SEND funding. 
· Ofsted inspection results for Children's Services are expected in November. 
· Environmental Initiatives 
· Launch of a £725,000 Nature Recovery Fund. 
· Ongoing countywide LED street lighting replacement programme, currently ahead of schedule. 
Local Issues 
· Progress update provided on the Rising Sun Roundabout road marking works, with permits still awaited. 
· Update received regarding the Cemex planning application and forthcoming committee consideration. 
· Attendance reported at the People's Emergency Briefing Workshop. 
Questions 
· Members discussed: 
· Nature Recovery Fund grant values. 
· Relationship to the wider Adur River Recovery Project. 

C: 1026:06	Update from District Councillors.
Presented by Cllrs. Roger Noel and Mike Croker
Horsham Local Plan 
· Examination of the Horsham District Local Plan (2023-2040) concluded. 
· The Inspector's preliminary view is that the Plan is sound. 
· Additional consultation on minor amendments will follow before the Inspector's final report is issued. 
District Council Business 
· Recent full Council meeting discussed a range of issues, although not all agenda items were reached due to time constraints. 
Adur River Recovery Project 
· DEFRA funding of approximately £42 million has been approved. 
· Project objectives include: 
· River restoration. 
· Reconnection of the river with the floodplain. 
· Wetland restoration. 
· Sustainable farming improvements. 
· Councillors acknowledged local concerns about potential floodplain changes and agreed to monitor developments closely. 
Leisure Services 
· Approval granted to commence procurement for a new district leisure facilities contract. 
Housing and Community Infrastructure 
· £2.3 million of Section 106 funding allocated to support Saxon Weald social housing developments. 
· Additional funding approved for refurbishment and retrofit of five vacant social housing properties. 
· Support agreed for: 
· West Sussex Wellbeing Project. 
· Low Income Family Tracker initiative. 
· £7.2 million Community Infrastructure Levy funding committed to the Council's capital programme. 
Governance Matters 
· Local governance changes approved. Including the merging of the whole of Small Dole into the Parish of Upper Beeding.
· Constitutional changes adopted to reflect national planning reforms. 
 
Cllr Birnstingl questioned the funding arrangements relating to Saxon Weald housing projects. 
· Ownership and management of social housing stock. 
· Whether alternative ownership models should have been explored. 
Cllr Croker agreed to review the matter further and report back if required.

C: 1026: 07	HALC & WSALC 
The Chairman introduced discussion regarding recent issues affecting: 
· Horsham Association of Local Councils (HALC) 
· West Sussex Association of Local Councils (WSALC) 
Cllr Roger Noel provided a report on the recent HALC Special General Meeting held on 20 October, 17 of the 33 Parish and Town Councils were represented. Concerns were raised regarding governance, financial transparency, constitutional compliance, the absence of recent AGMs and lack of published accounts.  
Key points: 
· Councils present supported the validity of the 2022 HALC Constitution. 
· A request has been made for HALC to convene an AGM within 30 days. 
· Representatives agreed to write to the HALC Clerk requesting an AGM and election of officers. 
· There may be a refund of unused subscriptions.
Members discussed the importance of a functioning district-wide parish council association, particularly in the context of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).  
 The chairman commented that an association, which is working well can provide a voice for the Town and Parish Councils.

C: 1026:08	Local Government Reorganisation 
Councillors received and NOTED the documents circulated with the agenda.
Members noted that no further announcements had been received regarding Local Government Reorganisation. Concerns were expressed regarding future representation of parish councils within a unitary authority structure.
i. Community Governance Review – Result of Consultation.
 The Clerk confirmed: 
· The merger creating the new Parish arrangement incorporating Small Dole had been approved. 
· The new arrangements will formally come into effect on 1 April. 
· Future elections will include representation of ten seats in Upper Beeding and three seats in Small Dole. 
· A budget heading will be included for Small Dole integration activities.

C: 1026:09	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the Neighbourhood Warden Report from September 2026.
	
Discussion Points 
· Concerns regarding illegal electric motorbikes and modified electric bicycles. 
· Clarification that electrically assisted pedal cycles are legal, while certain modified electric motorcycles and privately used e-scooters are not. 
· Members requested that wardens use accurate terminology when reporting incidents involving electric motorbikes

C: 1026: 10	Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council: 
i. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Community Committee Meeting held on 6th October 2026.

Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr and AGREED.

C: 1026: 11	Recommendations from The Community Committee 
It was RESOLVED To Accept the recommendations from the Community Committee Meeting held on 6th October 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr F Bull and AGREED.
Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) 
A2037 Upper Beeding to Small Dole 
Council considered a recommendation to pursue a TRO seeking a 40mph limit between the two settlements. 
To proceed with an application for a TRO, subject to supporting evidence and consultation. 
Small Dole 20mph Proposal 
Members discussed a resident-led request for a 20mph limit within Small Dole. 
Discussion highlighted: 
· Lack of supporting evidence at present. 
· Requirement for wider resident support. 
· Need for further traffic and speed data. 
To proceed with the support for the application for a TRO.

C: 1026: 12	Joint Parish Youth Committee
i. The Minutes of the JPYC Meeting held on Monday 9th October 2026 were NOTED.
ii. The Report to September  2026 was NOTED.
A positive report was received regarding youth provision. 
Key points: 
· Councils involved remain supportive of continuing the youth service. 
· Discussions continue regarding a longer-term rolling agreement. 
· Concerns remain regarding staffing security pending future funding decisions. 
· New activities including a Dungeons & Dragons group have commenced
The proposal was discussed to establish a Parish Heroes recognition scheme. 
The scheme would: 
· Recognise community volunteers and contributions. 
· Increase engagement with parish activities. 
· Potentially be linked to the Annual Parish Meeting. 
· General support was expressed for further development of the proposal

C: 1026: 13	Clerks Report 
The Clerk’s Report, circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
		Skate Park 
· Works continue. 
· Contractor remains committed to completion by early January, weather permitting. 
Play Areas 
· Works completed at both play sites. 
· Facilities are already seeing regular use. 
Sports Hall Building 
· Structural survey scheduled for 12 November. 
· Outcome will determine future options for the building. 
Riverside Pathway 
· Surfacing works completed on sections of the route. 
· Gate repairs undertaken. 
· Location for a new dog waste bin being considered. 
Floral Displays 
· Winter planting underway. 
People's Emergency Briefing 
· Correspondence sent to local MP regarding the briefing film. 
· Exploration continues regarding access to viewing materials. 
Finance 
· Second half of the precept and cleansing grant received. 
· VAT refund remains outstanding

C:1026: 14	Financial Update 
Councillors received and NOTED the Income and expenditure Reports (summary and detailed) to Date and the position was reported as favourable overall.

C:1026: 15	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank Reconciliations for September 2026.
	
C:1026: 16	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made in September 2026 for £34,662.68  in accordance with Financial Regulations

C: 1026: 17	Climate Matters 
Members received an update on the recent People's Emergency Briefing workshop event. 
Attendance from members of the public was modest but discussions were productive. 
Feedback and outcomes will be summarised and shared. 
A national petition on climate and nature risks has achieved sufficient signatures for Parliamentary debate. 
Discussions have commenced with the primary school regarding future engagement. 
Preliminary work has been undertaken to identify locations suitable for planting long-lived hardwood trees.

C: 1026:18	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted the correspondence received during September/October.

C: 1026:19	Chair’s Announcements
The Chair welcomed newly appointed councillor Mike Temple, representing residents in the Dacre Gardens area. Members introduced themselves and discussed local issues affecting that part of the parish.

C: 1026:20	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings:

Cllr Heaver
An apparent residential caravan at Hogs Wallow lacking planning permission. 
Extensive building works at a property in Newlands Road where planning and building regulation compliance was questioned. 
The need for proper enforcement and regulatory oversight was emphasised

S: 1016: 21	Confidential Session - It was RESOLVED, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, in accordance with Standing Orders 3d to exclude the press and public on the grounds that the confidential matters to be discussed under item C: 1026:22 and 23 may involve disclosure of personal or privileged information which would be inappropriate to put in the public. 
	Proposed Cllr J Cannon Seconded by Cllr C Warren and AGREED.

C: 1016: 22	Confidential Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council 
It was AGREED to adopt the Minutes of the: 
i. Staffing Committee Meeting Held on Tuesday 20th October 2026

C: 1016: 23	Recommendations from the Staffing Committee Meeting 
It was AGREED to APROVE the Recommendations from Staffing Committee Meeting 20th October 2026.
		Staff Handbook 
To adopt the updated Staff Handbook. 
Staff Pay Review 
· Caretaker and Maintenance Manager hourly rates to increase by £1 per hour. 
· Parish Clerk to progress from SCP 36 to SCP 37 in recognition of increased responsibilities associated with Small Dole integration. 
Cemetery Clerk Role 
The role title of Cemetery Clerk be changed to Cemetery Manager

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm

Signed:							Date:
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