
Upper Beeding Parish Council

    Minutes of the Upper Beeding Council meeting held at Beeding & Bramber Village Hall
on Tuesday 29th September 2026 commencing at 7pm

Present:	Councillors S Birnstingl, F Bull, J Cannon, J Edwards, F Heaver, B Harber (UBPC Chair), S Teatum and C Warren.
	
Also present:	Parish Clerk: Stephen Keogh
WSCC Councillor: V Finnegan.
Horsham District Councillors: M Croker and R Noel
						
C: 0926: 01	Apologies for absence 	
Apologies were received from Cllrs. P Bull, C Deadman, and T Kardos.

C: 0926:02	Declaration of Councillors personal or prejudicial interest 
The Chairman reminded councillors that previous declarations still stand (as defined under the Localism Act 2011).

C: 0926:03	Minutes of the last meeting 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on held on 
Tuesday 28th July 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr S Birnstingl and AGREED.

C: 0926:04	Public Adjournment.
	There were no questions from the Public.

C: 0926:05	Co-Option of Councillor	 - To Consider application for co-option.
		The Chairman reported meeting Mike Temple and recommended his appointment to the Council.
		Following discussion regarding whether to defer consideration until he could attend in person, Members agreed to proceed.
		
		It was AGREED that Mike Temple be co-opted onto the Parish Council.
		The Chairman noted that he would be a valuable addition and could assist the Communities Committee.

i. Signing Declaration
		This would take place at the Community Committee Meeting on 6th October.

C: 0926:06	Update from County Councillor.
A verbal report was received from WSCC Councillor V Finnegan, covering:

· Closure of the Rights of Way email reporting system on 2 October and introduction of a new reporting portal. 
· Ongoing AI-assisted highway inspection trials. 
· Warning of Oak Processionary Moth approaching West Sussex and the need to report sightings to Forestry Commission and WSCC.
· Efforts to improve the removal of redundant highway signage. 
· Wildfire awareness, battery recycling safety, and electric blanket testing events. 
· Issues relating to Openreach verge works and reinstatement standards. 
· Petition threshold changes at County Council level. 
· SEND transport and educational provision matters. 
· Get Online Week and library support sessions. 
· Electric vehicle charging consultation and parish briefing sessions.  
· Updates regarding the Glebe Farm development and resurfacing works at Steyning Health Centre car park.

Cllr Harber raised Concerns regarding visibility of road signs due to vegetation growth. 
Cllr Finnegan stated that this may be covered by the Highways Rangers.

Steyning Health Centre Car Park
Members and residents discussed:
· Adequacy of disabled parking provision.
· Accessibility issues for wheelchair users.
· Impacts of increasing patient numbers.
· Coordination between public bodies regarding parking arrangements.
Councillor Finnegan confirmed resurfacing works, additional Blue Badge bays and a minibus bay were planned. 
Cllr Heaver raised the issue regarding whether future development proposals adequately consider pressure on local health services and patient capacity.
The issue was NOTED

Highway Matters
Members raised concerns regarding road markings at the Rising Sun roundabout, noting the absence of clear road markings despite roundabout signage.
Cllr Finnegan agreed to pursue the matter with West Sussex Highways. 

Cemex Site, Small Dole
Cllr Warren reported that Residents had expressed significant concerns regarding the proposed reopening of the Cemex site and potential impacts including heavy goods vehicle movements through Small Dole.
Councillors highlighted a lack of community confidence in the planning process.
It was noted that:
· A public meeting would be arranged in Small Dole Village Hall.
· Cllr Noel had registered an interest and would speak at the committee meeting but would not vote on the application. 

Digital Connectivity and Mobile Coverage
Members discussed:
· Poor mobile phone coverage across the parish.
· The impact of power outages on digital communications.
· Concerns over reliance on digital services.
· Difficulties using EV charging points where mobile signal is weak.
The issue was recognised as a significant infrastructure concern requiring further attention

Consultation and Community Engagement
Members expressed concerns that local councils are often consulted too late on matters affecting communities, citing EV charging point installations and planning matters as examples.
The importance of earlier engagement with parish councils was highlighted.

C: 0926:07	Update from District Councillors.
Presented by Cllrs. Roger Noel and Mike Croker
Community Governance Review
· Approval of the merger of North Horsham Parish Council with a newly formed Horsham Town Council. 
· Approval for the whole of Small Dole to become part of Upper Beeding Parish. 
· Bramber Brooks becoming part of Bramber Parish. 
Local Plan
· The final examination stage of the Horsham Local Plan to 2040 commencing on 13 October. 
· Work commencing on a future Local Plan extending to 2045. 

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)
Members received an update regarding:
· The current pause in the LGR process.
· Possible future scenarios for West Sussex governance.
· Establishment of strategic governance arrangements and associated scrutiny structures. 
Horsham District Matters
Members were advised of:
· The Horsham Jobs Fair.
· Sussex Leaders Business Forum.
· Planned changes to the planning decision-making process, including increased officer delegation for larger applications. 
Orham Common Management
Councillor Noel sought confirmation that the Henfield Commons Joint Committee could continue maintaining the section of Oreham Common that will fall within Upper Beeding Parish following boundary changes.

Agreed: The Parish Council supported continued maintenance arrangements and requested the Clerk liaise with Henfield regarding future arrangements.

C: 0926: 08	HALC & WSALC 
Councillors received an update (Report) regarding concerns over the governance and accountability of the Horsham Association of Local Councils (HALC) and its relationship with West Sussex Association of Local Councils (WSALC). 
Issues raised included:
· Lack of published accounts and reports.
· Questions regarding the validity of HALC's constitution.
· Concerns about adequate parish representation during and following Local Government Reorganization (LGR). 

It was reported that preparations were underway for a meeting of parish councils to elect officers and establish improved accountability. 
It was AGREED that Upper Beeding Parish Council will support the proposal for a new HALC meeting; the Clerk to write expressing support for the proposal for a new HALC meeting. 

C: 0926:09	Local Government Reorganisation 

Councillors received and NOTED the documents circulated with the agenda.
i. Community Governance Review – Result of Consultation.

Members noted that draft recommendations broadly reflected the parish's preferred outcome. 
Members discussed implementation arrangements relating to approved parish boundary changes and future county division reviews.
It was noted that final approval would be considered by Horsham Full Council

ii.  Local Government Reorganisation - Update
The comments raised in the District Councillors’ report were NOTED.

C: 0926:10	Neighbourhood Warden Report
	Councillors received and NOTED the July and August 2026 reports.
	
Discussion Points 
Members noted the July and August Warden Reports and commended the work undertaken by the wardens, John Sampson and Alison Howard. 

Concerns were raised regarding speeding in Manor Road and Small Dole. 
The wardens to be asked when speeding issues are most frequently reported and explore the possibility of a Speed Watch initiative.

C: 0926: 11	Committee minutes for adoption by Full Council: 
i. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting Held on Tuesday 28th July 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr C Warren and AGREED.

ii. It was RESOLVED to Adopt the minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 8th September 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr S Birnstingl and AGREED.

C: 0926: 12	Recommendations from The Facilities Committee 
It was RESOLVED To Accept the recommendations from the Facilities Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 8th September 2026.
Proposed Cllr F Heaver seconded Cllr F Bull and AGREED.
Cllr Heaver raised the issue that the document had spelt the selected contractor for the Hall survey incorrectly.

C: 0926: 13	Joint Parish Youth Committee
i. The Report to August (JPYC Report) 2026 was NOTED.

ii. Future of the Service 
Members noted that the current youth service contract expires in June and future service provision and budget requirements need consideration. 

Action: Item to be brought forward for discussion at the next Community Committee meeting on October 6th, 2026.

C: 0926: 14	Cement Works –
The Upper Beeding Cement Works Report circulated with the agenda was NOTED.

Members discussed future development proposals at the former cement works site, including:
Potential housing and employment development. 
Infrastructure requirements including roads, water supply and transport links. 
Concerns regarding community infrastructure and future governance arrangements. 
The importance of ensuring Upper Beeding benefits from any future Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) or developer contributions.  

Members expressed concern that future development could result in governance and boundary complications between districts and potential future unitary authorities 

Cllr Teatum commented that in the NDP there were some recommendations for services at the site which had been recommended by the residents during consultation on the plan.

It was AGREED that the Clerk should investigate potential boundary review implications and contact the relevant authority for advice. 
 
C: 0926: 15	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk’s Report, circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.
		Skate Park 
Members discussed ongoing delays to the Small Dole skate park refurbishment. 
Updates included: 
· Contractor attendance had been limited. 
· Some preparatory works and steel frame installations had been completed. 
· Approximately £10,000 remained from the £48,000 allocated budget. 

Members expressed significant concern regarding the length of delay. 
The contractor will be expected to complete works by 31 December 2026. If progress is not made, alternative contractors and legal options may be considered. 

It was AGREED that Clerk issue a formal letter confirming the Council's concerns and the completion deadline. 

Riverside Path 
Cllr Birnstingl raised the ongoing problems with damaged gates installed as part of White Bridge Link pathway improvements. 
It was noted that the issue rests with West Sussex County Council, contractors and manufacturers rather than the Parish Council. 
The Steyning & District Community Partnership were the conduit for the works, and they have been in discussions with WSCC PROW.
The issue currently is a lack of willingness to take responsibility by any group

Action: Further enquiries to be made through existing contacts to seek a resolution.
. 

C:0926: 16	Financial Update 
Councillors received and NOTED the Income and expenditure Reports (summary and detailed) to Date and the position was reported as favourable overall.

i. 2025/26 Audit Report (Letter)
The Clerk reported that all outstanding information had been passed to the Auditor when requested.
It was AGREED to accept the audit report, and the Clerk was asked to ensure that all information be forthcoming in the next years audit.

C:0926: 17	Grant Applications – To discuss the following grants:
i. The Hub
Following a discussion regarding the work of the Hub and the community.
It was RESOLVED to award a grant of £600.00 to the applicant The Hub.

ii. Horsham CAB
Members discussed a grant request from Horsham CAB and questioned whether residents were more likely to use Shoreham services. It was RESOLVED to defer the decision to a later date.

C:0926: 15	Bank Reconciliation 
	Councillors received and NOTED the Bank Reconciliations for July and August 2026.
	
C:0926: 15	Payments List 
	Councillors received and NOTED all payments made in July 2026 for £31,378.66 and August 2026 for £23,632.01. in accordance with Financial Regulations

C: 0926: 16	Climate Matters 
Members received a report on the recent climate event.
It was noted that:
· The event was well attended.
· Entry and exit surveys showed considerable concern among attendees.
· A follow-up workshop is planned for 25 October.
· Consideration should be given to engaging schools and wider sections of the community in future initiatives.
Information was also provided regarding Carbon Literacy Training scheduled for 14 October.

C: 0926:17	Correspondence
Councillors received and noted the correspondence received during July & August 2026.

C: 0926:18	Chair’s Announcements
Cllr Harber reported on attendance at the Small Dole Village Hall AGM. He had discussed the proposal to merge the two parts of Small Dole into a single parish arrangement under the proposed name "Upper Beeding and Small Dole; this had been favourably received by the meeting
He also attended the HDC Parish Update meeting at Henfield Parish Council on Tuesday 22nd September and the Peoples Emergency Briefing film showing on 23rd September.

C: 0926:19	Matters raised by Councillors 
	The following matters were raised by Councillors for discussion at future meetings:

Cllr Heaver
An apparent residential caravan at Hogs Wallow lacking planning permission. 
Extensive building works at a property in Newlands Road where planning and building regulation compliance was questioned. 
The need for proper enforcement and regulatory oversight was emphasised

		
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm
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